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Milton’s Paradise Lost. Goethe’s Faust. Aaron Spelling’s Satan’s School for Girls? Laurence A. Rickels
scours the canon and pop culture in this all-encompassing study on the Devil. Continuing the work he began
in his influential book The Vampire Lectures, Rickels returns with his trademark wit and encyclopedic
knowledge to go mano a mano with the Prince of Darkness himself.

Revealing our astonishing obsession with Satan in his many forms, Rickels guides us on an entertaining and
enlightening journey down the darkest corridors that film, music, folklore, theater, and literature have ever
offered. “The Devil represents the father,” Rickels writes in the opening pages, setting the stage to challenge
foundational interpretations of Freudian psychology. The Devil presents not the usual fantasy of immortality,
he explains, but instead provides victims with a paternal origin. Until their preordained deadline is reached,
the Devil’s pitch goes, people will enjoy the pleasure of uninterrupted “quality time” without the threat of
random death. Rickels terms it “Dad certainty”: you know where you came from and you know where you
are going. Despite the grim outlook, Rickels keeps the proceedings amusing, with extravagant wordplay and
buoyant prose.

A stunning cultural and psychological analysis, The Devil Notebooks shows how the prince of occult has
been used—throughout history and across cultures—to represent people’s primal fear of authority and
humanity’s universal suffering. Sharing this cultural moment with the idea of evil being bandied about in our
political discourse, the supposed satanic influence of pop music on our children, and a wildly popular book
series on the end of the world, The Devil Notebooks is a sweeping and timely work that sheds light on the
source of human fear and dread in the world.
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From reader reviews:

Allison Price:

The book The Devil Notebooks can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So
just why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Devil Notebooks? A few of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Devil Notebooks has simple shape but
the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and
read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Richard Cassidy:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title The Devil Notebooks
suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled The
Devil Notebooksis the one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead
of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core
of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world in this particular book.

Phillip Chadwick:

Typically the book The Devil Notebooks will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very
suitable to you. The book The Devil Notebooks is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the
e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Carmine Caulfield:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Devil Notebooks can be the respond to, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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