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A hobby backed by centuries of tradition, amateur gem cutting remains popular today. Once a completely
unskilled beginner himself, Captain John Sinkankas never forgot his struggles in learning how to cut and
polish gemstones without the benefit of an instructor. With his own experience in mind, he wrote Gem
Cutting to make it possible for others to teach themselves how to do every type of lapidary work without
having to attend classes.

For over half a century, Gem Cutting has served as the go-to guide for beginners and experts alike. Offering
a wealth of information for everyone, it starts with the fundamentals and leads logically to techniques and
projects that will challenge even the most advanced cutter. Every step is described in detail and illustrated
with drawings and photographs. Sinkankas covers common pitfalls and, wherever possible, offers hints on
how to take money-saving shortcuts. Incorporating tips on operating equipment for greatest efficiency, he
explains how to make or choose equipment for sawing, grinding, sanding, and other basic operations. Special
chapters describe how to cut and polish cabochons, faceted gems, spheres and beads; how to tumble gems;
and how to make carvings, engravings, inlays, and mosaics.

Sinkankas also advises on selecting and buying rough gemstones. A section on the description and treatment
of gemstones has been expanded in this second edition to include more species and accommodate recent
information on each.

With its comprehensive guidance, Gem Cutting is an essential addition to the library of any lapidary.

Captain John Sinkankas (1915-2002) dedicated his life to the study of earth sciences after his retirement
from the US Navy. Winner of the Desert Magazine Literature Premium Award, Sinkankas authored a
number of books on gemstones and published over 100 articles on lapidary subjects. He was a certified
gemologist of the American Gem Society with memberships to the Mineralogical Society of America, New
York Mineralogical Club, San Diego Mineral & Gem Society, and several other regional gem and mineral
groups.
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From reader reviews:

Latasha Sutterfield:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Gem Cutting: A Lapidary's Manual, 2nd Edition.

James Ronquillo:

This Gem Cutting: A Lapidary's Manual, 2nd Edition are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be
a successful person, why. The reason why of this Gem Cutting: A Lapidary's Manual, 2nd Edition can be one
of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you
actually with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Gem
Cutting: A Lapidary's Manual, 2nd Edition giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

John Bullard:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Gem Cutting: A Lapidary's Manual, 2nd Edition offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Dawn Bliss:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. From the book Gem Cutting: A Lapidary's Manual, 2nd Edition we can acquire more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book Gem Cutting: A
Lapidary's Manual, 2nd Edition. You can more attractive than now.
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