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Early in the twentieth century, states and courts began limiting the workplace hours of wage-earning women
in order to protect them from fatigue and ill health. It was felt that a woman's role was to be a mother and
that working too many hoursin an often unhealthy and dangerous workplace created risks to the
performance of that task. In the 1970s, many Fortune 500 companies began implementing "fetal protection
policies’ to prohibit women from working in areas deemed risky to reproductive capacity. Again,
assumptions about motherhood were the driving force behind employment regulations.

Women in Labor examines how gender norms affected the workplace health of men and women. Did the
desire to protect women result in a safer workplace for all workers? Did it advance or hinder the status of
women in the work-place? In answering these questions, Hepler describes a complex network of medical
experts, state bureaucrats, business owners, socia reformers, industrial engineers, workers, and feminists,
many with overlapping interests and identities. This overlap often resulted in tradeoffs and unintended
consequences. For instance, efforts promoting gender equality sometimes created equal risks for workers,
whereas emphasizing social realities resulted in job discrimination. Reformists efforts to promote the
important connection between the home and the industrial environment also allowed an employer to shirk
responsibility for worker health.

The issue of women in the workplace will remain crucial in the twenty-first century as workers worldwide
struggle to create safer workplaces without sacrificing socioeconomic benefits or the health of women and
their children.
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From reader reviews:
Shameka Smith:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant issue to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Women in Labor: Mothers,
Medicine, and Occupational Health in the United States, 1890-1980 (Women and Health: Cultural and Social
Perspectives (Paperback)) will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make
you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
appropriate book with you?

Sean Mills:

This Women in Labor: Mothers, Medicine, and Occupational Health in the United States, 1890-1980
(Women and Health: Cultural and Social Perspectives (Paperback)) usually are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of thisWomen in Labor: Mothers, Medicine, and
Occupational Health in the United States, 1890-1980 (Women and Health: Cultural and Social Perspectives
(Paperback)) can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this Women in Labor: Mothers, Medicine, and Occupational Health in the United
States, 1890-1980 (Women and Health: Cultural and Social Perspectives (Paperback)) giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day action. So, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Mary Clement:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Women in Labor: Mothers, Medicine, and Occupational
Health in the United States, 1890-1980 (Women and Health: Cultural and Socia Perspectives (Paperback))
can be very good book to read. May beit is usually best activity to you.

William Levitt:

Women in Labor: Mothers, Medicine, and Occupational Health in the United States, 1890-1980 (Women and



Health: Cultural and Social Perspectives (Paperback)) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea.
We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer
giving higher effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Women in Labor: Mothers,
Medicine, and Occupational Health in the United States, 1890-1980 (Women and Health: Cultural and Social
Perspectives (Paperback)) nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well
as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn
you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.
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