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“As compelling and entertaining as a detective novel” (The Economist), the incredible true story—part art
history and part mystery—of a Velázquez portrait that went missing and the obsessed nineteenth-century
bookseller determined to prove he had found it.

When John Snare, a nineteenth century provincial bookseller, traveled to a liquidation auction, he found a
vivid portrait of King Charles I that defied any explanation. The Charles of the painting was young—too
young to be king—and yet also too young to be painted by the Flemish painter to whom the piece was
attributed. Snare had found something incredible—but what?

His research brought him to Diego Velázquez, whose long-lost portrait of Prince Charles has eluded art
experts for generations. Velázquez (1599–1660) was the official painter of the Madrid court, during the time
the Spanish Empire teetered on the edge of collapse. When Prince Charles of England—a man wealthy
enough to help turn Spain’s fortunes—proposed a marriage with a Spanish princess, he allowed just a few
hours to sit for his portrait, and Snare believed only Velázquez could have been the artist of choice. But in
making his theory public, Snare was ostracized and forced to choose, like Velázquez himself, between art
and family.

A thrilling investigation into the complex meaning of authenticity and the unshakable determination that
drives both artists and collectors of their work, The Vanishing Velázquez is a “brilliant” (The Atlantic) tale of
mystery and detection, of tragic mishaps and mistaken identities, of class, politics, snobbery, crime, and
almost farcical accident that reveals how one historic masterpiece was crafted and lost, and how far one man
would go to redeem it. Laura Cumming’s book is “sumptuous...A gleaming work of someone at the peak of
her craft” (The New York Times).
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Belknap:

The experience that you get from The Vanishing Velázquez: A 19th Century Bookseller's Obsession with a
Lost Masterpiece is a more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Vanishing Velázquez:
A 19th Century Bookseller's Obsession with a Lost Masterpiece giving you thrill feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having this particular The Vanishing Velázquez: A 19th Century
Bookseller's Obsession with a Lost Masterpiece instantly.

Laura Burke:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Vanishing
Velázquez: A 19th Century Bookseller's Obsession with a Lost Masterpiece suitable to you? The book was
written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled The Vanishing Velázquez: A 19th Century
Bookseller's Obsession with a Lost Masterpieceis the main of several books in which everyone read now.
This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore
all of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Frances Fortier:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The Vanishing Velázquez:
A 19th Century Bookseller's Obsession with a Lost Masterpiece, you are able to tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Richard Jimenez:

Beside this The Vanishing Velázquez: A 19th Century Bookseller's Obsession with a Lost Masterpiece in
your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information
and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like
an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Vanishing Velázquez: A 19th



Century Bookseller's Obsession with a Lost Masterpiece because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that
will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it
from now!
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