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Upending the traditional view of modernism as defined by skepticism and emational detachment, Anthony
Cuda argues for a perspective that emphasizes instead its deep commitment to understanding human
vulnerability, powerlessness, and the unpredictable energies of passion. In The Passions of Modernism, Cuda
explores how four modernist writers-T. S. Eliot, W. B. Y eats, Virginia Woolf, and Thomas Mann--
conceptualize passion, how they dramatize its upheavals and illuminations, and how it affects their ideas
about the creative act.

Cuda argues that many literary scholars have not allowed modernism to get far enough out of control. In this
work he seeks to demonstrate that it was, from its inception, an expression of the desire to relingquish the very
control that its critics mistakenly attribute to it. To this end Cuda examines how several representative
writers confront hel plessness and passivity in their work and what this confrontation means for their
conceptions of creativity, consciousness, and the life of emotions. The modernist artistic process, Cuda
suggests, is aregister of the mind's encounter with forces beyond its control.

Resuscitating the classical definition of passion from the Latin passio, to be moved or to be acted on, Cuda's
study indicates that the modernist attraction to passivity arises from a desire to gauge the limits of the active
mind and to rethink psychology and aesthetics from the perspective of the moved instead of the mover.
Focusing on well-known texts as well as uncollected and archival materials--such as Y eats's letters and
Eliot's prose--Cuda sheds new light on four canonical writers by examining their work in terms of "passion
scenes," vivid, intense tropes, situated somewhere between exhilaration and terror, that recur with insistent
regularity over an artist's entire career, exerting an unusual psychological force on the creative mind that
conjures them. Cuda aso offers a corrective to debates about contemporary poetry and postmodernism by
showing how criticism continues to rely upon misconceptions about affect and impersonality in modernism.
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From reader reviews:
Herbert Willams:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friendsis thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Passions of Modernism: Eliot, Y eats, Woolf,
and Mann, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of
hangout typeisit? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Debra Weeks:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Passions of Modernism:
Eliot, Y eats, Woolf, and Mann which is getting the e-book version. So, try out this book? Let's notice.

Wilma Hogan:

Asapupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictureson there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. Aswe
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this The Passions of Modernism: Eliot, Y eats, Woolf, and Mann can
make you truly feel more interested to read.

Jesus Allgood:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading areserve. They are directly felt the ideawhen
they get ahalf regions of the book. Y ou can choose often the book The Passions of Modernism: Eliot, Y eats,
Woolf, and Mann to make your own personal reading isinteresting. Y our current skill of reading expertiseis
developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to seeit and
mingle the impression about book and studying especialy. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to start
abook and study it. Beside that the book The Passions of Modernism: Eliot, Y eats, Woolf, and Mann can to
be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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