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The Homework Trap is a concept developed by Dr. Kenneth Goldberg to explain why certain children,
regardless of how bright they are, are unable to complete their homework assignments. These children are
typically misperceived to have emotional or behavioral problems when, in fact, they have under the radar
learning problems which are preventing them from getting their assignments done. These learning problems
are not severe enough to require special education, nor are they mild enough to be ignored. Parents and
teachers alike think and say to these children “you could do so well, if you just tried harder.” The Homework
Trap offers a new model for thinking about persistent homework problems. It considers homework
noncompliance from the child’s point of view. Rather than focusing on what the child should do, or
assuming that consequences can change behaviors, it looks to see why, in the face of penalties, the child will
do anything but get his assignments done. The Homework Trap applies concepts from behavioral,
developmental, and organizational psychology to explain, in simple, easy-to-understand terms, why parent-
teacher efforts often make matters worse. Then, it provides practical solutions for rectifying the problem
which are simple, yet radical at the same time. The methods are simple, because they require very few steps.
They are radical, because they call for a conceptual change from parents and teachers alike. The Homework
Trap enables parents of homework-trapped children to not feel ashamed. Typically, parents of homework-
trapped children experience great pressure to make their children comply. Recommendations flow from the
school to the parents with the covert message that the parents are not adequately managing their homes.
While usually good advice, those recommendations may not fit in with the norms of those parents’ home.
The Homework Trap allows the parents to take charge of the situation on their or their child’s behalf. The
Homework Trap also gives parents a tangible tool, the book itself, to bring to the school and advocate for
their child. The book is short, straightforward, and very much to the point. The concepts found in The
Homework Trap are unique. They are written by a psychologist, not an educator, and one whose work is not
limited to children alone. In that sense, The Homework Trap understands that problems with homework
noncompliance accumulate over the years, with long term implications for adult life. The book moves our
thinking from how to get this or that assignment done, to considering the best interests of that child, in a
lifelong process.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rector:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The Homework Trap: How to Save the Sanity of Parents, Students and
Teachers.

Toni Bays:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the reserve untitled The Homework Trap: How to Save the Sanity of Parents, Students and Teachers
can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Rufus George:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a lot of
information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read. If you
would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The The
Homework Trap: How to Save the Sanity of Parents, Students and Teachers provide you with new
experience in reading a book.

Terry McConnell:

You can get this The Homework Trap: How to Save the Sanity of Parents, Students and Teachers by browse
the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can
you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.
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