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As twentieth-century writers confronted the political violence of their time, they were overcome by rhetorical
despair. Unspeakable acts left writers speechless. They knew that the atrocities of the century had to be
recorded, but how? A dead body does not explain itself, and the narrative of the suicide bomber is not the
story of the child killed in the blast. In the past, communal beliefs had justified or condemned the most
horrific acts, but the late nineteenth-century crisis of belief made it more difficult to come to terms with the
meaning of violence.

In this major new study, Joyce Wexler argues that this situation produced an aesthetic dilemma that writers
solved by inventing new forms. Although Symbolism, Expressionism, Modernism, Magic Realism, and
Postmodernism have been criticized for turning away from public events, these forms allowed writers to
represent violence without imposing a specific meaning on events or claiming to explain them. Wexler's
investigation of the way we think and write about violence takes her across national and period boundaries
and into the work of some of the greatest writers of the century, among them Joseph Conrad, T. S. Eliot, D.
H. Lawrence, James Joyce, Alfred Döblin, Günter Grass, Gabriel García Márquez, Salman Rushdie, and W.
G. Sebald.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Edwards:

This Violence Without God: The Rhetorical Despair of Twentieth-Century Writers are generally reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Violence Without God: The
Rhetorical Despair of Twentieth-Century Writers can be one of several great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that maybe will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Violence Without God: The Rhetorical Despair
of Twentieth-Century Writers giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jackie Armstrong:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Violence Without God: The
Rhetorical Despair of Twentieth-Century Writers publication written by well-known writer whose to say
well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
skepticism Violence Without God: The Rhetorical Despair of Twentieth-Century Writers as good book not
just by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its
protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Edward Grimes:

This Violence Without God: The Rhetorical Despair of Twentieth-Century Writers is great reserve for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we
can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Violence Without God: The Rhetorical Despair of Twentieth-Century Writers
in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that
no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this really
is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Rosa Felton:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Violence Without God: The Rhetorical Despair of
Twentieth-Century Writers can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you
have factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can



be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We
need to have Violence Without God: The Rhetorical Despair of Twentieth-Century Writers.
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