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Welborn argues that Paul's acceptance of the role of a 'fool', and his evaluation of the message of the cross as
'foolishness', are best understood against the background of the popular theatre and the fool's role in the
mime. Welborn's investigation demonstrates that the term 'folly' (moria) was generally understood as a
designation of the attitude and behaviour of a particular social type -û the lower class buffoon. As a source of
amusement, these lower class types were widely represented on the stage in the vulgar and realistic comedy
known as the mime. Paul's acceptance of the role of the fool mirrors the strategy of a number of intellectuals
in the early Empire who exploited the paradoxical freedom that the role permitted for the utterance of a
dangerous truth. Welborn locates Paul's exposition of the 'folly' of the message about the cross in a
submerged intellectual tradition that connects Cynic philosophy, satire, and the mime. In this tradition, the
world is viewed from the perspective of the poor, the dishonoured, the outsiders. The hero of this tradition is
the 'wise fool,' who, in grotesque disguise, is allowed to utter critical truths about authority. The book
demonstrates that Paul participates fully in this tradition in his discourse about the folly of the word of the
cross. The major components of Paul's argument in 1 Corinthians 1-4 find their closest analogies in the
tradition that valorizes Socrates, Aesop, and the mimic fool. JSNTS 293 and ECC
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hall:

The event that you get from Paul, the Fool of Christ: A Study of 1 Corinthians 1-4 in the Comic-Philosophic
Tradition (The Library of New Testament Studies) will be the more deep you digging the information that
hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Paul, the Fool of Christ: A Study of 1 Corinthians 1-4 in the Comic-Philosophic Tradition
(The Library of New Testament Studies) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this
book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it
easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this particular Paul, the Fool of Christ: A Study of 1 Corinthians 1-4 in the Comic-Philosophic
Tradition (The Library of New Testament Studies) instantly.

Cody Smith:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Paul, the
Fool of Christ: A Study of 1 Corinthians 1-4 in the Comic-Philosophic Tradition (The Library of New
Testament Studies), you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Delilah Jordan:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be Paul, the Fool of Christ: A Study of 1 Corinthians 1-4 in the
Comic-Philosophic Tradition (The Library of New Testament Studies) why because the great cover that
make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this
book.

Kelly Mays:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to



share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is Paul, the Fool of Christ: A Study of 1 Corinthians 1-4 in the Comic-Philosophic
Tradition (The Library of New Testament Studies) this book consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words
styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he
makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.
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