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Combat Talons in Vietnam is a personal account of the first use of C-130s in the Vietnam War. It provides an
insider’s view of crew training and classified missions for this technologically advanced aircraft. Many
covert missions over North Vietnam were sucessful, but one night, John Gargus, a mission planner, oversaw
an operation in which the aircraft—carrying eleven crewmembers—failed to return from a nighttime
mission. For thirty years, a search for the missing aircraft remained in progress.

In the late 1990s, the Combat Talon veteran community at Hurlburt Field in Florida, still uncertain of the full
story, decided to dedicate a memorial to the lost crew. When wartime mission records were declassified,
Gargus embarked on a long journey of inquiry, research, and puzzle-solving to reconstruct the events of that
mission and the fate of its crew. He discovered that the wreckage of the plane had been found in 1992 and
that the remains of the crew were being held in Hawaii. Through numerous Freedom of Information Act
requests, interviews, and site visits, Gargus sought to answer the question of why it took so long to find the
wreckage and, more importantly, why the special operations command units were left uninformed. By 2000,
the remains were relocated to a common grave at Arlington National Cemetery at last providing a measure of
closure to family, friends, and comrades.
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From reader reviews:

Laura Thompson:

The actual book Combat Talons in Vietnam: Recovering a Covert Special Ops Crew (Williams-Ford Texas
A&M University Military History Series) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get
a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research
previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking
over this book.

Katrina Varga:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Combat Talons in Vietnam: Recovering a Covert Special
Ops Crew (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) why because the wonderful cover
that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up
this book.

Thelma Martin:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Combat Talons in Vietnam: Recovering a Covert Special Ops Crew
(Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) was filled about science. Spend your time to
add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a
book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era
like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Marlyn Melia:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and Combat Talons in Vietnam: Recovering a Covert
Special Ops Crew (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) or others sources were
given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more
and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping
them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes Combat Talons
in Vietnam: Recovering a Covert Special Ops Crew (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History
Series) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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