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Saxophone virtuoso Charlie "Bird" Parker began playing professionally in his early teens, became a heroin
addict at 16, changed the course of music, and then died when only 34 years old. His friend Robert Reisner
observed, "Parker, in the brief span of his life, crowded more living into it than any other human being." Like
Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington, Miles Davis, and John Coltrane, he was a transitional composer and
improviser who ushered in a new era of jazz by pioneering bebop and influenced subsequent generations of
musicians.
 
Meticulously researched and written, Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker tells the story of his life,
music, and career. This new biography artfully weaves together firsthand accounts from those who knew him
with new information about his life and career to create a compelling narrative portrait of a tragic genius.
 
While other books about Parker have focused primarily on his music and recordings, this portrait reveals the
troubled man behind the music, illustrating how his addictions and struggles with mental health affected his
life and career. He was alternatively generous and miserly; a loving husband and father at home but an
incorrigible philanderer on the road; and a chronic addict who lectured younger musicians about the dangers
of drugs. Above all he was a musician, who overcame humiliation, disappointment, and a life-threatening car
wreck to take wing as Bird, a brilliant improviser and composer.
 
With in-depth research into previously overlooked sources and illustrated with several never-before-seen
images, Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker corrects much of the misinformation and myth about one
of the most influential musicians of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Bourg:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Bird: The Life and Music
of Charlie Parker (Music in American Life) book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course
the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Jess Cooke:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker (Music in American Life) your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get before. The Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker (Music in American Life)
giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your
better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling
out spare time activity?

Rita Lattimore:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie
Parker (Music in American Life) can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book
you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me
have Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker (Music in American Life).

John Moreno:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker
(Music in American Life) as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional
case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker (Music in



American Life) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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