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Ludwig van Beethoven's Variations on a Swiss Song, K. WoO 64, was composed in 1790, when the
composer was not over twenty years of age.

This selection, long a favorite of piano students and teachers, becomes even more interesting when the story
behind the work is known. To understand exactly how this piece should be performed the first question that
needs answering is, ""Variations on what Swiss song?""

The name of the song is Dursli and Babeli, and the melody and the words may be found in almost any late
eighteenth-century or early nineteenth-century collection of old Swiss or German folk tunes. Among the
most famous collections that include it are those of Reichardt, Herder and Müller. These sources date
between 1781 and 1789. While some nineteenth century sources present the text of this song with as many as
eleven verses, and with some changes in the words to the original stanzas, only seven verses were known
when Beethoven wrote his variations, and the song was very popular. Goethe was said to be very fond of this
song, which he describes as ""a charming story of peasant love."" The poet Herder wrote, ""The melody is
light and soaring like a lark, and the dialect swings the words along in a way that can scarcely be appreciated
when one simply sees them on paper."" Perhaps the most amusing aspect of this work is Beethoven's use of
the staccato notes to imitate the clipped Swiss-German dialect. This piece provides an excellent example of
the composer's use of three kinds of articulation marks, namely the wedge which indicated a normal staccato
(not necessarily accented); the dot which was held a bit longer, and the dot under the slur, which was held
still longer. It will be noted by those who have even a slight knowledge of the German language that the
dialect used in the poem has staccato characteristics.
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From reader reviews:

Leroy Ange:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do?
Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly because just their can
do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
guardería until university need this kind of Variations on a Swiss Song: Sheet (Alfred Masterwork Edition)
to read.

Jessica Adkins:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Variations on a Swiss Song:
Sheet (Alfred Masterwork Edition) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Variations on a Swiss Song: Sheet (Alfred Masterwork
Edition) become your personal starter.

Robert Mayo:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Variations on a Swiss Song: Sheet (Alfred Masterwork
Edition) why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.

Terry Burrows:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is Variations on a Swiss Song: Sheet (Alfred Masterwork Edition) this e-book
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.
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