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‘TOLKIEN’S BOOKSHELF #2 THE POETIC EDDA – ILLUSTRATED’ ‘The Poetic Edda’, also known as
‘The Elder Edda’, is a collection of thirty-four Icelandic poems, interwoven with prose, dating from the 9th
century to the 12th. It includes the definitive stories about wise Odin, hammer-wielding Thor, mischievous
Loki and the other gods and goddesses of Asgard. J. R. R. Tolkien readily acknowledged his debt to this
source. He was sixteen years old when the Viking Club of London published this classic translation by Olive
Bray, complete with thirty-four beautiful illustrations. Readers of Tolkien’s work will easily spot his
inspirations - the names of the dwarves in ‘The Hobbit’; riddle games; Mirkwood; the Paths of the Dead; an
underworld creature being tricked into remaining above-ground until dawn, when sunlight turns him to
stone; different races calling a single thing by various names, and much more. Tolkien, a philologist deeply
interested in languages, also read ‘The Poetic Edda’ in its original Icelandic. We have included the Icelandic
verses untouched, just as they were in his day, alongside their English translations. Illustrator W. G.
Collingwood was an English author, artist, antiquary and professor. In 1897 he travelled to Iceland where he
spent three months exploring the actual sites that are the settings for the medieval Icelandic sagas. His study
of Norse and Anglican archaeology made him widely recognized as a leading authority, and his Art
Nouveau-style illustrations for the Bray edition are rich with symbolism. ‘The Poetic Edda’, the most
important existing source on Norse mythology and Germanic heroic legends, is part of the literature that
influenced Tolkien’s inner world, informing the creation of ‘The Hobbit’ and ‘The Lord of the Rings’.
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From reader reviews:

John Tibbs:

The book The Poetic Edda - Illustrated: Tolkien's Bookshelf #2 (Volume 2) can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a
book The Poetic Edda - Illustrated: Tolkien's Bookshelf #2 (Volume 2)? Some of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book The Poetic Edda - Illustrated: Tolkien's Bookshelf #2 (Volume
2) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Karen Taylor:

This The Poetic Edda - Illustrated: Tolkien's Bookshelf #2 (Volume 2) book is not really ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This The Poetic Edda - Illustrated: Tolkien's Bookshelf #2 (Volume 2) without we
recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
The Poetic Edda - Illustrated: Tolkien's Bookshelf #2 (Volume 2) can bring if you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This The
Poetic Edda - Illustrated: Tolkien's Bookshelf #2 (Volume 2) having great arrangement in word and layout,
so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Jonathan Leake:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of many ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
The Poetic Edda - Illustrated: Tolkien's Bookshelf #2 (Volume 2), it is possible to tells your family, friends
as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Cheryl Bullen:

The actual book The Poetic Edda - Illustrated: Tolkien's Bookshelf #2 (Volume 2) has a lot details on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.
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