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Mecca is the heart of Islam. It is the birthplace of Muhammad, the direction towards which Muslims turn
when they pray and the site of pilgrimage which annually draws some three million Muslims from all corners
of the world. Yet Mecca's importance goes beyond religion. What happens in Mecca and how Muslims think
about the political and cultural history of Mecca has had and continues to have a profound influence on
world events to this day. In this captivating book, Ziauddin Sardar unravels the significance of Mecca.
Tracing its history, from its origins as a 'barren valley' in the desert to its evolution as a trading town and
sudden emergence as the religious centre of a world empire, Sardar examines the religious struggles and
rebellions in Mecca that have powerfully shaped Muslim culture. Interweaving stories of his own
pilgrimages to Mecca with those of others, Sardar offers a unique insight into not just the spiritual aspects of
Mecca - the passion, ecstasy and longing it evokes - but also the conflict between heritage and modernity that
has characterised its history. He unpeels the physical, social and cultural dimensions that have helped
transform the city and also, though accounts of such Orientalist travellers as Richard Burton and Charles
Doughty, the strange fascination that Mecca has long inspired in the Western imagination. And, ultimately,
he explores what this tension could mean for Mecca's future. An illuminative, lyrical and witty blend of
history, reportage and memoir, this outstanding book reflects all that is profound, enlightening and curious
about one of the most important religious sites in the world.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Moore:

The particular book Mecca: The Sacred City has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can
get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead
of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Cassandra Sanderson:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time
to be go through. Mecca: The Sacred City can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those
short extra time problems.

Jason Bradley:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Mecca: The Sacred
City which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Lola Behrendt:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
called of book Mecca: The Sacred City. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed
book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must
aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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