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Sanding on the stage, | felt exposed and like an intruder. In these professional settings, my personal
experiences with hunger, poverty, and episodic homel essness, often go undetected. | had worked hard to
learn the rules and disguise my beginning in life...

So begins Born Bright, C. Nicole Mason's powerful memoir, a story of reconciliation, constrained choices
and life on the other side of the tracks. Born in the 1970s in Los Angeles, California, Mason was raised by a
beautiful, but volatilel6-year-old single mother. Early on, she learned to navigate between an unpredictable
home life and school where she excelled.

By high school, Mason was seamlessly straddling two worlds. The first, a cocoon of familiarity where street
smarts, toughness and the ability to survive won the day. The other, foreign and unfamiliar with its own set
of rules, not designed for her success. In her Advanced Placement classes and outside of her neighborhood,
she felt unwelcomed and judged because of the way she talked, dressed and wore her hair.

After moving to Las Vegasto live with her paternal grandmother, she worked nights at a food court in one of
the Mega Casinos while finishing school. Having figured out the college application process by
eavesdropping on the few white kids in her predominantly Black and Latino school along with the help of a
long ago high school counselor, Mason eventually boarded a plane for Howard University, alone and with
$200 in her pocket.

While showing us her own path out of poverty, Mason examines the conditions that make it nearly
impossible to escape and exposes the presumption harbored by many?that the poor don't help themselves
enough.
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From reader reviews:
Barbara Bdll:

The book Born Bright: A Young Girl's Journey from Nothing to Something in America make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. Y ou may use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
Born Bright: A Y oung Girl's Journey from Nothing to Something in America being your habit, you can get
far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or al subjects.

Y ou may know everything if you like available and read areserve Born Bright: A Y oung Girl's Journey from
Nothing to Something in America. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia
or other people. So, how do you think about this guide?

Jeanie Hynes:

The actual book Born Bright: A Y oung Girl's Journey from Nothing to Something in Americawill bring you
to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author styleto clarify theideais very
unigue. If you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Born Bright: A Young
Girl's Journey from Nothing to Something in Americais much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can also
get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Mary Brown:

In thistime globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find alot of referralsto get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. Y ou can see that
now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to you
personaly is Born Bright: A Y oung Girl's Journey from Nothing to Something in Americathis book consist
alot of the information of the condition of thisworld now. This book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Carmen Helton:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. Aswe
know those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. By book Born Bright: A Y oung Girl's Journey from Nothing to Something in Americawe
can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a
book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with
this book Born Bright: A Young Girl's Journey from Nothing to Something in America. Y ou can more
pleasing than now.
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