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In The Paradox of Prosperity, Laura Cruz explores the world of the book trades as it was constructed in
Leiden in the decades after the Revolt against Spanish rule. She traces the migration of printers from the
Southern Netherlands to Leiden and observes how they congregated within the city and sought contracts with
the city's new university. But this is only the beginning of a multifaceted analysis of the development of a
market-driven industry that eventually is organized under the protective umbrella of a guild. And this guild,
in turn, is something other than the traditional guilds of medieval origins. Rather than a bulwark against
market forces, the guild of the printers was an instrument to exercise market power. This book offers a fresh
look at the role of an institution that is often dismissed, even in the early modern period, as a relic of an
earlier time. Leiden's book trade was unique, exhibiting a specific quality that calls for a specific
explanation. Laura Cruz addresses this historical specificity, but goes a step further. Leiden publishing
emerged as an industry with a European scope and with national and international competitors.
Distinguishing the particular from the general and the accidental or providential from the systematic forces at
play within early modern European society is an historian's duty, but one that is often neglected. Savoring
the particular is often thought to be enough, indeed, to be the only real purpose of history. Laura Cruz goes
further, harnessing her rich historical material to the methods of economic and social history. From this
vantage point, she addresses questions that give new insights to the culture of the young Republic that are
based not only on the thoughts and dreams of individuals, but also on the behavior and aspirations of groups
and the constraints and opportunities presented by institutions.
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From reader reviews:

Doreen Harry:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book The
Paradox of Prosperity: The Leiden Booksellers' Guild and the Distribution of Books in Early Modern
Europe. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other
social media.

Tod Espitia:

The actual book The Paradox of Prosperity: The Leiden Booksellers' Guild and the Distribution of Books in
Early Modern Europe has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The
book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book.
That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Michael Rahn:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Paradox of Prosperity: The Leiden
Booksellers' Guild and the Distribution of Books in Early Modern Europe can be the answer, oh how comes?
The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Cheri Tow:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the
top listing in your reading list is usually The Paradox of Prosperity: The Leiden Booksellers' Guild and the
Distribution of Books in Early Modern Europe. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can
get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get
many advantages.
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