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Nineteenth-century neoclassical sculpture was a highly politicized international movement. Based in Rome,
many expatriate American sculptors created works that represented black female subjects in compelling and
problematic ways. Rejecting pigment as dangerous and sensual, adherence to white marble abandoned the
racialization of the black body by skin color.

 

In The Color of Stone, Charmaine A. Nelson brilliantly analyzes a key, but often neglected, aspect of
neoclassical sculpture—color. Considering three major works—Hiram Powers’s Greek Slave, William
Wetmore Story’s Cleopatra, and Edmonia Lewis’s Death of Cleopatra—she explores the intersection of race,
sex, and class to reveal the meanings each work holds in terms of colonial histories of visual representation
as well as issues of artistic production, identity, and subjectivity. She also juxtaposes these sculptures with
other types of art to scrutinize prevalent racial discourses and to examine how the black female subject was
made visible in high art.

 

By establishing the centrality of race within the discussion of neoclassical sculpture, Nelson provides a
model for a black feminist art history that at once questions and destabilizes canonical texts.

 

Charmaine A. Nelson is assistant professor of art history at McGill University.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Yohe:

The book The Color of Stone: Sculpting the Black Female Subject in Nineteenth-Century America can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing
like a book The Color of Stone: Sculpting the Black Female Subject in Nineteenth-Century America? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It
is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Color of Stone: Sculpting the
Black Female Subject in Nineteenth-Century America has simple shape however you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Ruby Pritchett:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
every day to reading a guide. The book The Color of Stone: Sculpting the Black Female Subject in
Nineteenth-Century America it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book.
These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you
can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is
not too costly but this book features high quality.

Randy Johnson:

The book untitled The Color of Stone: Sculpting the Black Female Subject in Nineteenth-Century America
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language
is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book
was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. It is
possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the
book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site
and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Michael Trejo:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Color of Stone: Sculpting the Black
Female Subject in Nineteenth-Century America can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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