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The wildfires that spread across Southern California in the fall of 2003 were devastating in their scale-
twenty-two deaths, thousands of homes destroyed and many more threatened, hundreds of thousands of acres
burned. What had gone wrong? And why, after years of discussion of fire policy, are some of America's
most spectacular conflagrations arising now, and often not in a remote wilderness but close to large
settlements?

That is the opening to a brilliant discussion of the politics of fire by one of the country's most knowledgeable
writers on the subject, Stephen J. Pyne. Once a fire fighter himself (for fifteen seasons, on the North Rim of
the Grand Canyon) and now a professor at Arizona State University, Pyne gives us for the first time a book-
length discussion of fire policy, of how we have come to this pass, and where we might go from here.

Tending Fire provides a remarkably broad, sometimes startling context for understanding fire. Pyne traces
the "ancient alliance" between fire and humanity, delves into the role of European expansion and the creation
of fire-prone public lands, and then explores the effects wrought by changing policies of "letting burn" and
suppression. How, the author asks, can we better protect ourselves against the fires we don't want, and better
promote those we do?

Pyne calls for important reforms in wildfire management and makes a convincing plea for a more
imaginative conception of fire, though always grounded in a vivid sense of fire's reality. "Amid the shouting
and roar, a central fact remains," he writes. "Fire isn't listening. It doesn't feel our pain. It doesn't care-really,
really doesn't care. It understands a language of wind, drought, woods, grass, brush, and terrain, and it will
ignore anything stated otherwise."

Rich in insight, wide-ranging in its subject, and clear-eyed in its proposals, Tending Fire is for anyone
fascinated by fire, fire policy, or human culture.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Brunswick:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Tending Fire: Coping With America's Wildland
Fires will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Melvin Schroeder:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Tending Fire: Coping With America's
Wildland Fires is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Fannie Vincent:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is actually Tending Fire: Coping With America's Wildland Fires.

Patricia Coulter:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Tending Fire: Coping With America's Wildland Fires
can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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