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Character and Culture by Irving Babbitt is the latest volume in the Library of Conservative Thought. Babbitt
was the leader of the twentieth-century intellectual and cultural movement called American Humanism or the
New Humanism. More than half a century after his death his intellectual staying power remains
undiminished. The qualities that marked Irving Babbitt as a thinker and cultural critic of the first rank are
richly represented in Character and Culture. First published togetherin 1940 (under the misleading title
Spanish Character), these essays span his scholarly career and cover a wide range of subjects. The diverse
topics discussed here—aesthetics, ethics, religion, politics, literature—are illuminated by the same unifying
vision of human existence that informs and structures all of Babbitt's writing.

Babbitt never took up a subject out of idle curiosity. All of his books and articles grew out of a desire to
address certain fundamental questions of life and letters. The essaysin this volume are as worthy of attention
now as when they were originally written. Set in then- philosophical and historical context by Claes G. Ryn's
new introduction, they are a good place to start for persons who wish to acquaint themselves not only with
Babbitt's central ideas but with the scope of his mind and interests. Readers familiar with other books by
Babbitt may recognize particular ideas and formulations but will also find much new material to ponder.

Ryn's introduction provides a comprehensive look at Irving Babbitt's life, career, writings, and influence. He
shows how Babbitt has survived and sustained often harsh criticism from representatives of dominant trends.
Ryn describes his writing style as having "a kind of rugged American elegance." The substantial critical
introduction also elucidates Babbitt's central ideas in relation to the volume. Character and Culture will be
of interest to scholars of literature, philosophers, historians, theologians, and political theorists. The
extensive index to all of Babbitt's books, including this one, increases the value of the volume.
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From reader reviews:

Henrietta Roderick:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Character and Culture: Essays on East and West (Library of
Conservative Thought). Try to make book Character and Culture: Essays on East and West (Library of
Conservative Thought) as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone
and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs.
The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we
need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Thelma Scott:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Character and
Culture: Essays on East and West (Library of Conservative Thought)? Maybe it is to become best activity for
you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer
than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Salvatore Anthony:

This Character and Culture: Essays on East and West (Library of Conservative Thought) book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This particular Character and Culture: Essays on East and West (Library of
Conservative Thought) without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Character and Culture: Essays on East and West
(Library of Conservative Thought) can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Character and Culture:
Essays on East and West (Library of Conservative Thought) having very good arrangement in word as well
as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Deanna Jackson:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-
book that need more time to be learn. Character and Culture: Essays on East and West (Library of
Conservative Thought) can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short time problems.
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