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Cement, Earthworms, and Cheese Factories examines the ways in which religion and community
development are closely intertwined in a rural part of contemporary Latin America. Using historical,
documentary, and ethnographic data collected over more than a decade as an aid worker and as a researcher
in central Ecuador, Jill DeTemple examines the forces that have led to this entanglement of religion and
development and the ways in which rural Ecuadorians, as well as development and religious personnel,
negotiate these complicated relationships.
 
Technical innovations have been connected to religious change since the time of the Inca conquest, and
Ecuadorians have created defensive strategies for managing such connections. Although most analyses of
development either tend to ignore the genuinely religious roots of development or conflate development with
religion itself, these strategies are part of a larger negotiation of progress and its meaning in twenty-first-
century Ecuador. DeTemple focuses on three development agencies—a liberationist Catholic women's
group, a municipal unit dedicated to agriculture, and evangelical Protestant missionaries engaged in
education and medical work—to demonstrate that in some instances Ecuadorians encourage a hybridity of
religion and development, while in other cases they break up such hybridities into their component parts,
often to the consternation of those with whom religious and development discourse originate. This
management of hybrids reveals Ecuadorians as agents who produce and reform modernities in ways often
unrecognized by development scholars, aid workers, or missionaries, and also reveals that an appreciation of
religious belief is essential to a full understanding of diverse aspects of daily life.
 
"Cement, Earthworms, and Cheese Factories: Religion and Community Development in Rural Ecuador
examines the relationship between development and religion and the ongoing negotiation of this relationship
in Ecuador. Jill DeTemple argues for an important revision to previous work that portrays contemporary
religious movements as resistant to modernity, showing instead that what is happening is a reformation of
what modernity and development mean." —Barry Lyons, Wayne State University
 
"In this book, Jill DeTemple explores the origins of modern ideologies of progress and development and the
deep, continuous interplay between religious concepts, practices, and communities and development
activities in contemporary Ecuador.  Only by focusing on this interplay can we understand the concrete
dynamics of development. At the same time, DeTemple's innovative and nuanced work richly illuminates the
broader cultural vitality and mobility of contemporary religion." —Randall Styers, University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill
 
"Jill DeTemple examines the ways in which people negotiate religious and development discourses, using
ethnography as well as historical, religious, political, and economic analyses. She explores how ‘lived
religion’ and local conceptions of development combine in ways that challenge both the hegemony of
Western development discourses and the view that modernity is marked by increasing secularization. This
book is a timely and valuable contribution to the growing field of studies in religions and development, and it
will be of interest to scholars and students as well as development practitioners." —Emma Tomalin,
University of Leeds
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From reader reviews:

Beth Ritchey:

The book Cement, Earthworms, and Cheese Factories: Religion and Community Development in Rural
Ecuador gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot
more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make studying a book Cement, Earthworms, and Cheese Factories: Religion and
Community Development in Rural Ecuador being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like
add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything
if you like open and read a reserve Cement, Earthworms, and Cheese Factories: Religion and Community
Development in Rural Ecuador. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Dora Bair:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this
Cement, Earthworms, and Cheese Factories: Religion and Community Development in Rural Ecuador.

Paul Kindig:

The book Cement, Earthworms, and Cheese Factories: Religion and Community Development in Rural
Ecuador has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book
was published by the very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This book
very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Henry Rodriguez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial number of
sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Cement, Earthworms, and
Cheese Factories: Religion and Community Development in Rural Ecuador.
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