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The 'Alawis, or Alawites, are a prominent religious minority in northern Syria, Lebanon, and southern
Turkey, best known today for enjoying disproportionate political power in war-torn Syria. In this book,
Stefan Winter offers a complete history of the community, from the birth of the 'Alawi (Nusayri) sect in the
tenth century to just after World War I, the establishment of the French mandate over Syria, and the early
years of the Turkish republic. Winter draws on a wealth of Ottoman archival records and other sources to
show that the 'Alawis were not historically persecuted as is often claimed, but rather were a fundamental part
of Syrian and Turkish provincial society.

Winter argues that far from being excluded on the basis of their religion, the 'Alawis were in fact fully
integrated into the provincial administrative order. Profiting from the economic development of the coastal
highlands, particularly in the Ottoman period, they fostered a new class of local notables and tribal leaders,
participated in the modernizing educational, political, and military reforms of the nineteenth century, and
expanded their area of settlement beyond its traditional mountain borders to emerge from centuries of Sunni
imperial rule as a bona fide sectarian community.

Using an impressive array of primary materials spanning nearly ten centuries, A History of the 'Alawis
provides a crucial new narrative about the development of 'Alawi society.
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From reader reviews:

Tasha Banda:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love A History of the 'Alawis: From Medieval Aleppo
to the Turkish Republic, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on
its known as reading friends.

Carol Hamilton:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to you
is A History of the 'Alawis: From Medieval Aleppo to the Turkish Republic this reserve consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Colleen Edwards:

Beside this kind of A History of the 'Alawis: From Medieval Aleppo to the Turkish Republic in your phone,
it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have A History of the 'Alawis: From Medieval Aleppo to the
Turkish Republic because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but
you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss that? Find this book and also read it from today!

Joseph Langley:

You can find this A History of the 'Alawis: From Medieval Aleppo to the Turkish Republic by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable



ways for you.
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