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WEell over a century after Darwin gave biology its unifying theory of evolution, the earth sciences
experienced a similar revolution and the theory of plate tectonics took hold. Plate tectonics posed the idea
that the earth's crust is divided into a number of large, thin plates always in motion relative to one another. In
The Behavior of the Earth, world-renowned earth scientist Claude Allégre sets forth the exciting eventsin
this contemporary revolution from its first stirrings in the nineteenth-century and Alfred Wegener's original
model of continental drift (1912) through the development of its full potential in modern plate-tectonic
theory.

Few scientific theories have been so all-encompassing, and none has surpassed plate tectonicsin explaining
such awide variety of geological phenomena, from the origins of mountain building to the formation of the
ocean floor. Asit integrated our knowledge of the earth's surface with the investigation of itsinterior, plate
tectonics fused two previously autonomous strains of scientific inquiry. Continental mobility changed for all
time our view of the earth from a static globe to an evolving, living planet, and allowed us to see that
changesin the earth's surface are but exterior manifestations of a dynamic interplay of forces within the crust
and the mantle. Allégre casts his lucid expasition of this scientific theory within the historical context of its
struggle for acceptance. As he introduces us to the huge cast of personalities and researchers who contributed
to the theory, he illuminates the complex role that the scientific community playsin the proliferation and
acceptance of new ideas. Allégreis asinsightful in discussing the human motivation for scientific endeavor
as heis skillful in presenting the science that results from this effort. Richly illustrated and including a
glossary, this book offers the reader rare access both to the central theory of plate tectonics and to the
constellation of problems and possibilities that preoccupy earth scientists today.
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From reader reviews:
Tammy Crider:

The book untitled The Behavior of the Earth: Continental and Seafloor Mobility is the reserve that
recommended to you to study. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did alot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share
to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could get the e-book of The Behavior of the Earth: Continental and
Seafloor Mobility from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Thomas Paris:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of timeto read it because all of thistime you only find reserve
that need more time to be learn. The Behavior of the Earth: Continental and Seafloor Mobility can be your
answer asit can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Mindy Hicks:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book isagroup of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book The Behavior of the Earth: Continental and Seafloor Mobility was filled about
science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you
canreally feel enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike at this point, many waysto get book that you
just wanted.

Mary Nor man:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. Thisbook The Behavior of the Earth: Continental and Seafloor
Mobility was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Behavior of the Earth:
Continental and Seafloor Mobility has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all
of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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