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She went by many names—Mary Ann Keith, Ann Williams, Lauretta Williams, and more—but history
knows her best as Loreta Janeta Velasquez, a woman who claimed to have posed as a man to fight for the
Confederacy. In Inventing Loreta Velasquez, acclaimed historian William C. Davis delves into the life of one
of America’s early celebrities, peeling back the myths she herself created to reveal a startling and even more
implausible reality.

This groundbreaking biography reveals a woman quite different from the public persona she promoted. In
her bestselling memoir, The Woman in Battle, Velasquez claimed she was an emphatic Confederate patriot,
but in fact she never saw combat. Instead, during the war she manufactured bullets for the Union and
persuaded her Confederate husband to desert the Army.

After the Civil War ended, she wore many masks, masterminding ambitious confidence schemes worth
millions, such as creating a phony mining company, conning North Carolina residents to back her financially
in a fake immigration scheme, and attracting investors to build a railroad across western Mexico. With
various husbands, Velasquez sought her fortune both in the American West and in the Klondike, though her
endeavors cost one husband his life. She also became a social reformer advocating on behalf of better prison
conditions, the Cuban revolt against Spain, and the plight of Cuban refugees. Further, Velasquez was one of
the first women to venture into journalism and presidential politics. Always a sensational press favorite, she
displayed throughout her life an uncanny ability to manipulate popular media and to benefit from her fame in
a way that prefigured celebrities of our own time, including using her testimony in a Congressional inquiry
about Civil War counterfeiting as a means of promoting her latest business ventures.

So little has been known of Velasquez’s real life that some postmodern scholars have glorified her as a
“woman warrior” and used her as an example in cross-gender issues and arguments concerning Hispanic
nationalism. Davis firmly refutes these notions by bringing the historical Velasquez to the surface. The
genuine story of Velasquez’s life is far more interesting than misguided interpretations and her own fanciful
inventions.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Adams:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Inventing Loreta Velasquez: Confederate
Soldier Impersonator, Media Celebrity, and Con Artist. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading
a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book Inventing Loreta Velasquez: Confederate
Soldier Impersonator, Media Celebrity, and Con Artist. You can add expertise and of course you can around
the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Stephen Thrush:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question because
just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Inventing Loreta Velasquez: Confederate
Soldier Impersonator, Media Celebrity, and Con Artist to read.

Elbert Gibson:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. With the book Inventing Loreta Velasquez: Confederate Soldier Impersonator, Media Celebrity, and
Con Artist we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person
must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life by this book Inventing Loreta Velasquez: Confederate Soldier Impersonator, Media
Celebrity, and Con Artist. You can more desirable than now.

Kathryn Cortez:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Inventing Loreta Velasquez: Confederate Soldier Impersonator, Media Celebrity, and Con



Artist when you needed it?
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