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Bodies, sweat, the direct gaze; strength, courage, doubt; the visual and emotional alphabet of Piero Pompili’s
work is characterized by intensely striking images. For 15 years, the artist photographed with passion the
world of boxing, which he frequented in Rome and Naples, in the gyms of the borgata.

In these popular suburbs of Italy’s major cities, where Calabrians and Sicilians were crammed in the postwar
years, Piero Pompili captured an atmosphere redolent of Pasolini accents. The artist was as fascinated by his
subject as with the social and urban landscape in which they lived, as evidenced by other aspects of his work:
the working classes of Ostia, Roman-African hairdressers, etc.

The source of this fascination was a childhood spent in the Borghesiana (a borgatain Rome), where he was
born in 1967. The boxers were part of the landscape, and Pompili devel oped a deep attachment to these epic
heroes who fought every day in his city.

Hence a broad vision: through his photographic approach to boxing, Piero Pompili sought not only aformal
truth, but also poetic, socia and historical. The energy and passion of the common people of Rome had
aready fascinated Gericault (around the time of his“Course de Chevaux Libres’, 1817); Caravaggio, as
well, had selected models from the streets of Rome to make of his genre paintings true “tableaux realistes.”
The photographer's approach is realistic; rather than an excuse to show idealized men locked in a clash of the
titans, he shows the modern gladiators as not gods but real men, beings of flesh with their fears and their
ambitions. Down-to-earth, they have their doubts as they approach the fight, their rage to express, causing
them to accept discipline and sacrifice. “The real boxer should be afraid,” says Piero Pompili.

Therefore, in order to truly show the intensity and the stakes of their commitment, the artist has chosen to
focus not on the time of battle itself, but the moments behind the scenes; from the hard routine of daily
workouts to the hours of meditation and rituals before the final climb into the ring, the tension isthick and
palpable. Mostly photographed by themselves, the boxers are alone to face the waves of adrenaline and
anxiety preceding the fight. Oneis struck by the eyes, which gaze upon the mirror, defiant and melancholy.
The bodies themselves speak: the detail of abulging vein, the expressive power of aback, atorso,
reminiscent of armor ready to go into battle.

Scrutinized in their workouts, studious, surprised in solitude, before the battle or in the silence of a deserted
locker room, even in the hunted expressions that betray their looks or their bodies, Piero Pompili’ s gladiators
finally deliver a secret paradox: they must win avictory, whether in thering or in life, that is above all about
themselves.
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From reader reviews:
Amy Sims:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Gladiatori Moderni. Try to make book Gladiatori Moderni as
your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course
make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it isvery fortuned for yourself. The book makes you alot more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Robert Wilker son:

The book Gladiatori Moderni make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou need to use to make your
capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with
the subject. If you can make reading a book Gladiatori Moderni for being your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about afew or all subjects. Y ou can
know everything if you like start and read areserve Gladiatori Moderni. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So, how do you think about this publication?

Kirk Mathews:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Gladiatori Moderni book written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read
the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate
your persona hunger then you still skepticism Gladiatori Moderni as good book not just by the cover but
also by content. Thisis one book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick thiskind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already aerted you so why
you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Candace Edwards:

This Gladiatori Moderni is great book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who
aways deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information
accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Gladiatori Moderni in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you
world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , thisis good reading book. Hi Mr.
and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?
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