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While surrounded by the Axis powers in World War II, Switzerland remained democratic and, unlike most
of Europe, never succumbed to the siren songs and threats of the Nazi goliath.

This book tells the story with emphasis on two voices rarely heard. One voice is that of scores of Swiss who
lived in those dark years, told through oral history. They mobilized to defend the country, labored on the
farms, and helped refugees. The other voice is that of Nazi Intelligence, those who spied on the Swiss and
planned subversion and invasion. Exhaustive documents from the German military archives reveals a
chilling rendition of attack plans which would be dissuaded in part by Switzerland's armed populace and
Alpine defenses.

Laced with unique maps and photos, the book is organized into four units. The first, A War of Words and
Nerves, depicts how the Swiss mobilized an active "spiritual defense" of their country. Chapters describe
jokes and slurs the Swiss devised to characterize the "Nazi pigs," the use of the press and cabaret as weapons
against totalitarianism, and the role of Swiss newsreels in building the spirit of resistance. German prewar
subversion plans are also revealed.

The second unit, To Resist to the Death, concerns military preparations. Swiss soldiers recall an epoch when
every day could have been "the day" when all hell would break lose and they would meet the enemy.
Blitzkrieg plans against Switzerland devised by the German Wehrmacht in 1940 are described in detail.
Switzerland was an armed camp with countless fortifications, against which the Axis could have attempted
access with extreme costs in blood. In Switzerland, Jews -- like all other citizens -- were in arms, and Jewish
officers served in the highest levels of the Swiss army.

Struggle for Survival: Food, Fuel and Fear, the third unit, presents oral histories of daily life during the war
with its shortages, alarms, and rumors. The role of women in the military and the economy are probed. A
chapter on the refugee crisis investigates whether Swiss officials played a role in Germany's adoption of the
"J" stamp on Jewish passports, how Switzerland became a lifeboat for refugees, and how asylum policies
were liberalized as the persecution of Jews escalated.

Espionage and Subversion, the fourth and final unit, covers strategic issues and intelligence activities.
German attack plans and bickering in the Gestapo about who would rule a conquered Switzerland persisted.
One chapter focuses on Davos, where the Swiss struggled against a Fifth Column and which became a safe
haven for American airmen whose crippled bombers made it to Swiss territory. The last chapter profiles
Switzerland as America's window on the Reich -- how Allen Dulles and his OSS spied on the Nazis, at times
with help from Swiss Intelligence.

Halbrook's other books include the award-winning Target Switzerland: Swiss Armed Neutrality in World
War II, which was published in five languages.

REVIEWS



“Through his careful analysis and by giving voice to ordinary people in and out of uniform, Stephen
Halbrook succeeds not only in achieving a thorough analysis of Switzerland’s armed neutrality, but also in
revealing through their own voices the willingness of ordinary citizens to accept total war in order to
preserve their freedom.”
Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol 43, No. 3 11/2007

“…Halbrook has used original Swiss Documents, interviews and a wide breadth of research to attempt to
answer why Switzerland escaped the Nazi onslaught.”
Daly History Blog, 02/16/2011

“The Swiss have gotten well-deserved bad press about wartime financial tricks, ongoing opacity and so on.
Halbrook presents the sympathetic parts of the complex picture.”
World War II Magazine, July/ August 2011
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From reader reviews:

Brian Pena:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The Swiss & the Nazis: How the Alpine Republic
Survived in the Shadow of the Third Reich. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As
long as we know about how is important some sort of book The Swiss & the Nazis: How the Alpine
Republic Survived in the Shadow of the Third Reich. You can add information and of course you can around
the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to
use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Amanda Bell:

The book The Swiss & the Nazis: How the Alpine Republic Survived in the Shadow of the Third Reich give
you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase.
Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject.
If you can make studying a book The Swiss & the Nazis: How the Alpine Republic Survived in the Shadow
of the Third Reich to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a publication The
Swiss & the Nazis: How the Alpine Republic Survived in the Shadow of the Third Reich. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Clayton Bruce:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Swiss & the Nazis: How the Alpine
Republic Survived in the Shadow of the Third Reich guide written by well-known writer who knows well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation
The Swiss & the Nazis: How the Alpine Republic Survived in the Shadow of the Third Reich as good book
not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its handle,
so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Sherrie Beardsley:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is The Swiss & the Nazis: How the Alpine Republic Survived in the



Shadow of the Third Reich this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world
now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make
usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this
book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.
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