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In the second half of the tenth century, Byzantium embarked on a series of spectacular conquests: first in the
southeast against the Arabs, then in Bulgaria, and finally in the Georgian and Armenian lands. By the early
eleventh century, the empire was the most powerful state in the Mediterranean. It was also expanding
economically, demographically, and, in time, intellectually as well. Yet this imperial project came to a
crashing collapse fifty years later, when political disunity, fiscal mismanagement, and defeat at the hands of
the Seljuks in the east and the Normans in the west brought an end to Byzantine hegemony. By 1081, not
only was its dominance of southern Italy, the Balkans, Caucasus, and northern Mesopotamia over but
Byzantium's very existence was threatened.

How did this dramatic transformation happen? Based on a close examination of the relevant sources, this
history-the first of its kind in over a century-offers a new reconstruction of the key events and crucial reigns
as well as a different model for understanding imperial politics and wars, both civil and foreign. In addition
to providing a badly needed narrative of this critical period of Byzantine history, Streams of Gold, Rivers of
Blood offers new interpretations of key topics relevant to the medieval era. The narrative unfolds in three
parts: the first covers the years 955-1025, a period of imperial conquest and consolidation of authority under
the great emperor Basil "the Bulgar-Slayer." The second (1025-1059) examines the dispersal of centralized
authority in Constantinople as well as the emergence of new foreign enemies (Pechenegs, Seljuks, and
Normans). The last section chronicles the spectacular collapse of the empire during the second half of the
eleventh century, concluding with a look at the First Crusade and its consequences for Byzantine relations
with the powers of Western Europe. This briskly paced and thoroughly investigated narrative vividly brings
to life one of the most exciting and transformative eras of medieval history.
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From reader reviews:

Elinor Russell:

The guide with title Streams of Gold, Rivers of Blood: The Rise and Fall of Byzantium, 955 A.D. to the First
Crusade (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can
read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

John Lyons:

Streams of Gold, Rivers of Blood: The Rise and Fall of Byzantium, 955 A.D. to the First Crusade (Onassis
Series in Hellenic Culture) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend
that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing Streams of Gold, Rivers of Blood: The
Rise and Fall of Byzantium, 955 A.D. to the First Crusade (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) although
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Scott Duran:

Beside this specific Streams of Gold, Rivers of Blood: The Rise and Fall of Byzantium, 955 A.D. to the First
Crusade (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to
the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven
so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Streams
of Gold, Rivers of Blood: The Rise and Fall of Byzantium, 955 A.D. to the First Crusade (Onassis Series in
Hellenic Culture) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this
inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use
you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from today!

Ralph Smith:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in



search of the Streams of Gold, Rivers of Blood: The Rise and Fall of Byzantium, 955 A.D. to the First
Crusade (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) when you required it?
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