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Each summer six math whizzes selected from nearly a half-million American teens compete against the
world’s best problem solvers at the International Mathematical Olympiad. Steve Olson followed the six 2001
contestants from the intense tryouts to the Olympiad’s nail-biting final rounds to discover not only what
drives these extraordinary kids but what makes them both unique and typical. In the process he provides
fascinating insights into the science of intelligence and learning and, finally, the nature of genius.
Brilliant, but defying all the math-nerd stereotypes, these teens want to excel in whatever piques their
curiosity, and they are curious about almost everything — music, games, politics, sports, literature. One team
member is ardent about both water polo and creative writing. Another plays four musical instruments. For
fun and entertainment during breaks, the Olympians invent games of mind-boggling difficulty. Though
driven by the glory of winning this ultimate math contest, they are in many ways not so different from other
teenagers, finding pure joy in indulging their personal passions. Beyond the the Olympiad, Olson sheds light
on many questions, from why Americans feel so queasy about math, to why so few girls compete in the
subject, to whether or not talent is innate. Inside the cavernous gym where the competition takes place,
Count Down uncovers a fascinating subculture and its engaging, driven inhabitants.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Hidalgo:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Count Down: Six Kids Vie for
Glory at the World's Toughest Math Competition book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Daniel McCullough:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to
fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you
should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled Count Down: Six Kids Vie for
Glory at the World's Toughest Math Competition can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.

Charles Shrader:

Count Down: Six Kids Vie for Glory at the World's Toughest Math Competition can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Count
Down: Six Kids Vie for Glory at the World's Toughest Math Competition however doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Michael Vogel:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
could have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Count Down: Six Kids Vie for
Glory at the World's Toughest Math Competition can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at
this one book you have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me
have Count Down: Six Kids Vie for Glory at the World's Toughest Math Competition.
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