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The sexual revolution is justly celebrated for the freedoms it brought--birth control, the decriminalization of
abortion, the liberalization of divorce, greater equality between the sexes, women's massive entry into the
workforce, and more tolerance of homosexuality. But as Pascal Bruckner, one of France's leading writers,
argues in this lively and provocative reflection on the contradictions of modern love, our new freedoms have
also brought new burdens and rules--without, however, wiping out the old rules, emotions, desires, and
arrangements: the couple, marriage, jealousy, the demand for fidelity, the war between constancy and
inconstancy. It is no wonder that love, sex, and relationships today are so confusing, so difficult, and so
paradoxical.

Drawing on history, politics, psychology, literature, pop culture, and current events, this book--a best seller
in France--exposes and dissects these paradoxes. With his customary brilliance and wit, Bruckner traces the
roots of sexual liberation back to the Enlightenment in order to explain love's supreme paradox, epitomized
by the 1960s oxymoron of "free love": the tension between freedom, which separates, and love, which
attaches. Ashamed that our sex lives fail to live up to such liberated ideals, we have traded neuroses of
repression for neuroses of inadequacy, and we overcompensate: "Our parents lied about their morality,"
Bruckner writes, but "we lie about our immorality."

Mixing irony and optimism, Bruckner argues that, when it comes to love, we should side neither with the
revolutionaries nor the reactionaries. Rather, taking love and ourselves as we are, we should realize that love
makes no progress and that its messiness, surprises, and paradoxes are not merely the sources of its pain--but
also of its pleasure and glory.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Harrell:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will
get large amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
do you possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is usually The Paradox of Love.

Dennis Taylor:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Paradox of Love, you are able to
enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Arlene Farmer:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find guide that need more time to be study. The Paradox of Love can be your answer mainly because it can
be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Nicholas Williams:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
and can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Paradox of Love can make you really feel more interested to
read.
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