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Visual Art and the Urban Evolution of the New South recounts the enormous influence of artists in the
evolution of six southern cities—Atlanta, Charleston, New Orleans, Louisville, Austin, and Miami—from
1865 to 1950. In the decades following the Civil War, painters, sculptors, photographers, and illustrators in
these municipalities employed their talents to articulate concepts of the New South, aestheticism, and Gilded
Age opulence and to construct a visual culture far beyond providing pretty pictures in public buildings and
statues in city squares.

As Deborah C. Pollack investigates New South proponents such as Henry W. Grady of Atlanta and other
regional leaders, she identifies “cultural strivers”—philanthropists, women’s organizations, entrepreneurs,
writers, architects, politicians, and dreamers—who united with visual artists to champion the arts both as a
means of cultural preservation and as mechanisms of civic progress. Aestheticism, made popular by Oscar
Wilde’s southern tours during the Gilded Age, was another driving force in art creation and urban
improvement. Specific art works occasionally precipitated controversy and incited public anger, yet for the
most part artists of all kinds were recognized as providing inspirational incentives for self-improvement,
civic enhancement and tourism, art appreciation, and personal fulfillment through the love of beauty.

Each of the six New South cities entered the late nineteenth century with fractured artistic heritages.
Charleston and Atlanta had to recover from wartime devastation. The infrastructures of New Orleans and
Louisville were barely damaged by war, but their social underpinnings were shattered by the end of slavery
and postwar economic depression. Austin was not vitalized until after the Civil War and Miami was a
post–Civil War creation. Pollack surveys these New South cities with an eye to understanding how each
locale shaped its artistic and aesthetic self-perception across a spectrum of economic, political, gender, and
race issues. She also discusses Lost Cause imagery, present in all the studied municipalities

While many art history volumes concerning the South focus on sultry landscapes outside the urban grid,
Visual Art and the Urban Evolution of the New South explores the art belonging to its cities, whether
exhibited in its museums, expositions, and galleries, or reflective of its parks, plazas, marketplaces, industrial
areas, gardens, and universities. It also identifies and celebrates the creative urban humanity who shaped the
cultural, social, and, at times, architectural framework for the modern southern city.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Cornish:

Precisely why? Because this Visual Art and the Urban Evolution of the New South is an unordinary book
that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go
to the reserve store hurriedly.

Wanda Leopard:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Visual Art and the Urban Evolution of
the New South that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how
they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want
to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Visual Art and the Urban Evolution of the New
South become your own starter.

Jim May:

The book untitled Visual Art and the Urban Evolution of the New South contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand
all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous
author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because
you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime.
In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a
nice read.

Jon Fuselier:

You can find this Visual Art and the Urban Evolution of the New South by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds
of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose



correct ways for you.
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