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Dancing was an essential part of life in Shakespeare's England. Town and country folk danced at weddings,
Maydays and other festivities. Queen Elizabeth prided herself on her skill (and danced galliards in the
morning to keep fit), and dancing was the soul of the extravagant masques which so delighted King James.
Puritans might furiously denounce it but it was part of the ceremonial of the Inns of Court and a necessary
accomplishment for a gentleman. At the same time, as Alan Brissenden shows in this book, the dance was an
accepted symbol of harmony, and it was in this way that Shakespeare used it to express one of his major
themes: the attempt to achieve order in a discordant world. He included it in at least a dozen of his plays and
referred to it in thirty. A valuable source for his imagery, it also illuminates character and action and in some
plays helps to forward the plot. In the history plays allusions to country dance, (especially the morris, and
court dances like the lavolta) support ideas of conflict and the presentation of characters, especially Henry V.
While there is no dancing itself in the histories there is plenty to be found in the comedies and two chapters
of the book closely examine the relation of dance to dialogue, character and plot, particularly in "Love's
Labour's Lost", "A Midsummer Night's Dream" and "Much Ado About Nothing". In the tragedies dancing
becomes a powerful ironic visual symbol, especially in Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth and Timon of Athens.
After 1607 dance occurs in almost all of Shakespeare's plays, in such a way that it reflects and expresses the
fusion of tragic and comic elements which characterize most of them. The closing chapters show how the
dance relates to the cosmic ideas and imagery of these last plays from Perides to Henry VIII and suggest
certain influences from the spectacular court masques of the time. In presenting his argument the author, who
is a dance critic as well as an Elizabethan scholar, has drawn on manuscript sources, a wide range of
contemporary writing, including dance manuals, and his own ideas in dance and theatre. This is a book for
students and scholars, for editors, for theatre directors and for those interested in Renaissance dance. It is a
book for everyone who delights in the riches of Shakespeare and the age in which he lived.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Schweiger:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Shakespeare and the Dance publication
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only
for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Shakespeare and the Dance as good book not only by the
cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Mark Maney:

This Shakespeare and the Dance is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you
are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having
Shakespeare and the Dance in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this
book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Dennis Bloom:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Shakespeare and the Dance
which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Daniel McDonald:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Shakespeare and the Dance to
make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book
and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the
guide Shakespeare and the Dance can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of these time.
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