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From the preface:
"In 1774, naturalist William Bartram described the area just north of Ocala as covered with 'squadrons of
beautiful, fleet Seminole horses on the great Alachua Savannah.' But over a hundred years later, early Florida
breeders would be scoffed at for their attempts to raise horses in Florida."
Early thoroughbred breeders (mainly the bluegrass hardboots of Kentucky) warned that thoroughbred horses
couldn't survive the Florida heat and swampland. "Stick to raising alligators," they mocked. Today the
thoroughbred industry is a major business in the state (ranking third in terms of revenue), and racehorses that
are born, raised, and trained in Florida gallop to worldwide acclaim. Long-awaited by people in the industry,
this book by award-winning turf writer Charlene R. Johnson is the only complete history of racing and
breeding in the state.
   Long known as a winter racing mecca, the Hialeah Race Track opened the "palm tree circuit" in 1925 with
a dusty track, an infield of burned weeds, and no unloading facilities for the tired horses who arrived by train
from New York. The first string to race at Hialeah unloaded in downtown Miami and walked ten miles to the
track while grooms wielded baseball bats to protect the horses from snakes.
   The success--and quirky personality--of Needles, the first Florida thoroughbred to win the Kentucky
Derby, in 1956 (coming from second-to-last position on the backstretch), accelerated the state's breeding
program. Johnson documents the business from the early era in Tallahassee in the 1800s to its unprecedented
growth in Marion County, where limestone deposits in the rolling green countryside provide the perfect
nutrients for healthy bones and cartilage in livestock.
   Interviews with first- and second-generation horse people contribute to this record--including Fred Hooper,
winner of more breeder's awards and racing honors than anyone in the United States, and Frank David
("Buddy") Yates, Needles' gallop boy in the fifties and the son of Needles' trainer, Roy Yates. Among more
than a hundred photographs in the book are shots of the famous captive flamingoes at Hialeah, Rough 'n
Tumble's swimming pool at Ocala Stud, Needles exhibiting his characteristic displeasure during morning
exercise, Carryback, the second Florida thoroughbred to win the Kentucky Derby, and Affirmed, the first to
win the Triple Crown. Appendixes provide information on tracks, earnings, winners, breeder awards, and
more.
Charlene R. Johnson is a freelance turf writer and has been involved in all facets of the thoroughbred
industry for the past twenty years, from breeding to racing, galloping on the track, to walking hots. She
belongs to the Florida and National Turf Writers' Associations and has published articles in The
Thoroughbred Times, The Blood Horse, Spur Magazine, and Chronicle of the Horse, winning three national
awards for her writing. She served as editor of The Florida Horse and as staff writer for the The Horsemen's
Journal, wrote a weekly column for the Daily Racing Form, and was the main correspondent for the Florida
Thoroughbred Times. She currently is working on a historical novel based in Florida.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Jackson:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Florida Thoroughbred. You can choose the best book if
you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book Florida Thoroughbred. You can
add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Donald White:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Florida Thoroughbred that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Florida
Thoroughbred become your personal starter.

Andrew Howe:

Beside that Florida Thoroughbred in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or
data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry
if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Florida Thoroughbred
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get
what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this
book as well as read it from right now!

Anne Corchado:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Florida Thoroughbred can make you experience more interested to read.
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