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One of the most important works of military history published in the last decade, The Old Army is the only
comprehensive study of the people who made up the "garrison world" in the peacetime interval s between the
War for Independence and the Spanish-American War. Drawing on diaries, letters, and other primary
documents, Edward M. Coffman vividly recreates the harsh, often lonely life of men, collected mostly from
the streets of Northern cities, for whom enlistment was "aleap in the dark...a choice of evils." He pays
special attention to the roles of women and children, as well as black Americans, and to the development of
military professionalism. From the testimony of those who lived it, Coffman traces the evolution of the
American Army from "the days of small things'--of limited resources and downright hardship--to the
modern military age that began at the turn of the century.
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From reader reviews:
James Jackson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Old Army: A Portrait of the American Army in Peacetime, 1784-
1898. Try to face the book The Old Army: A Portrait of the American Army in Peacetime, 1784-1898 as
your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course
make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experiencein
addition to knowledge with this book.

lda Green:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Old Army: A Portrait of the American Army in Peacetime, 1784-1898 your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion
and explanation that will maybe you never get previousto. The The Old Army: A Portrait of the American
Army in Peacetime, 1784-1898 giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but
also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading
it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Patrice Reese;

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This The Old Army: A Portrait of the American Army in
Peacetime, 1784-1898 can give you alot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have thing
that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Old Army: A
Portrait of the American Army in Peacetime, 1784-1898.

Vivian Stafford:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and The Old Army: A Portrait of the
American Army in Peacetime, 1784-1898 or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher



or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science book, any other book likes The Old Army: A Portrait of the American Army in Peacetime, 1784-
1898 to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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