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An understanding of contemporary North Korea’s literature is virtually impossible without an investigation
of its formative period, 1945–1960, which saw a gradual transformation from the initial "Soviet era" to a
Korean version of "national Stalinism." This turbulent epoch established a long-lasting framework for North
Korean literature and set up an elaborate system of political control over literary matters, as well as over the
people who served in this field.

In 1946 Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) leader Kim Il Sung described the country’s writers
as "soldiers on the cultural front," thus clearly defining what the nascent Communist regime expected from
its intellectuals. As a result, many literary nonentities were rewarded with fame and success (often only to be
relegated once again to obscurity within a few years) while many outstanding luminaries of the past were
erased from the pages of official publications or even lost their lives. The Soviet cultural impact brought new
tropes, artistic images, and rhetoric, which were quickly absorbed into the North Korean discourse. However,
the cultural politics of the DPRK and the USSR revealed profound and irreconcilable disparities that were
rooted in the different political conditions and traditions of each country.

Soldiers on the Cultural Front presents the first consistent research on the early history of North Korea’s
literature and literary policy in Western scholarship. It traces the introduction and development of Soviet-
organized conventions in North Korean literary propaganda and investigates why the "romance with
Moscow" was destined to be short lived. It reconstructs the biographies and worldviews of major
personalities who shaped North Korean literature and teases these historical figures out of popular scholarly
myth and misconception. The book also investigates the specific forms of control over intellectuals and
literary matters in North Korea. Considering the unique phenomenon of North Korean literary critique, the
author analyzes the political campaigns and purges of 1947–1960 and investigates the role of North Korean
critics as "political executioners" in these events. She draws on an impressive variety and number of
sources?ranging from interviews with Korean and Soviet participants, public and family archives, and
memoirs to original literary and critical texts?to present a balanced and eye-opening work that will benefit
those interested in not only understanding North Korean literature and society, but also rethinking forms of
socialist modernity elsewhere in the world.
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From reader reviews:

James Bauer:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Soldiers on the Cultural Front: Developments in the Early History of
North Korean Literature and Literary Policy (Hawai'i Studies on Korea). Try to the actual book Soldiers on
the Cultural Front: Developments in the Early History of North Korean Literature and Literary Policy
(Hawai'i Studies on Korea) as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and
beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Karen Jude:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get
a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this
Soldiers on the Cultural Front: Developments in the Early History of North Korean Literature and Literary
Policy (Hawai'i Studies on Korea).

Mattie Martin:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Soldiers on the Cultural Front: Developments in the Early History of North Korean Literature and
Literary Policy (Hawai'i Studies on Korea) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and
every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you
never get before. The Soldiers on the Cultural Front: Developments in the Early History of North Korean
Literature and Literary Policy (Hawai'i Studies on Korea) giving you one more experience more than blown
away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Michael Kautz:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?



Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Soldiers on the Cultural Front: Developments in the Early
History of North Korean Literature and Literary Policy (Hawai'i Studies on Korea) why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this
book.
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