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"Scrupulously researched, critically acute, and written with care, Playing Underground will become aclassic
account of an era of hard-won free expression.”

-William Coco

"At last---a book documenting the beginnings of Off-Off Broadway theater. Playing Underground is an
insightful, illuminating, and honest appraisal of thisimportant period in American theater."
-Rosalyn Drexler, author of Art Does (Not!) Exist and Occupational Hazard

"An epic movie of an epic movement, Playing Underground is a book the world has waited for without
knowing it. How precisdly it captures the evolution of our revolution! | am amazed by the book's scope and
scale, and | blessits author especially for giving two greats, Paul Foster and H. M. Koutoukas, their proper,
polar places, and for memorializing such unjustly forgotten masterpieces as Irene Fornes's Molly's Dream
and Jeff Weiss's A Funny Walk Home. Stephen Bottoms's vivid evocation of the grand adventure of Off-Off
Broadway has woken and broken my heart. It is difficult to believe that he was not there alongside me to
breathe the caffeine-nicotine-alkal oid-steeped air."

-Raobert Patrick, author of Kennedy's Children and Temple Save

Few books address the legendary age of 1960s off-off Broadway theater. Fortunately, Stephen Bottomsfills
that gap with Playing Underground---the first comprehensive history of the roots of off-off Broadway.

Thisis atheater whose legacy is still felt today: it was the launching pad for many |leading contemporary
theater artists, including Sam Shepard, Maria Irene Fornes, and others, and it was a pivotal influence on
improv comedy and shows like Saturday Night Live.

Off-off Broadway groups such as the Living Theatre, La Mama, and Caffe Cino captured the spirit of
nontraditional theater with their edgy, unscripted, boundary-crossing subjects. Y et, as Bottoms discovers,
there is no one set of truths about off-off Broadway to uncover; the entire scene was always more a matter of
competing perceptions than asingular, concrete redlity.

No other author has managed to illuminate this shifting tableau as Bottoms does. Through interviews with
dozens of the era's leading playwrights, performers, directors, and critics, he unearths a countercultural
theater movement that was both influential and transforming-yet ephemeral and quintessentially of its
moment.

Playing Underground will be a definitive work on the subject, offering a complete picture of an important
but little-studied period in American theater.
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From reader reviews:
Anthony Sierra:

Reading a book can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people likeit. First reading areserve will give you alot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Playing Underground: A Critical History of the 1960s Off-Off-Broadway Movement
(Theater: Theory/Text/Performance), it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours
publication. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading areserve.

Rodney Hussey:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games al day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that islook
different you can read some sort of book. It isreally fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you
just read you can spent the whole day to reading a publication. The book Playing Underground: A Critical
History of the 1960s Off-Off-Broadway Movement (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to devel op this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can
mOore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The priceis not too expensive but this book
provides high quality.

Jeremy Bryant:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn
abook you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and
soon. The Playing Underground: A Critical History of the 1960s Off-Off-Broadway Movement (Theater:
Theory/Text/Performance) offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Mark Adair:

Beside this particular Playing Underground: A Critical History of the 1960s Off-Off-Broadway Movement
(Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) in your phone, it can give you away to get more close to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't



end up being worry if you fedl like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Playing Underground: A Critical History of the 1960s Off-Off-Broadway Movement (Theater:
Theory/Text/Performance) because this book offersto you readable information. Do you at times have book
but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have thiswith
your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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