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Throughout Spanish colonial America, limpieza de sangre (literally, "purity of blood") determined an
individual's status within the complex system of social hierarchy called casta. Within this socially stratified
culture, those individuals at the top were considered to have the highest calidad-an all-encompassing
estimation of a person's social status. At the top of the social pyramid were the Peninsulares: Spaniards born
in Spain, who controlled most of the positions of power within the colonial governments and institutions.
Making up most of the middle-class were criollos, locally born people of Spanish ancestry. During the late
seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, Peninsulare intellectuals asserted their cultural superiority over
criollos by claiming that American Spaniards had a generally lower calidad because of their "impure" racial
lineage. Still, given their Spanish heritage, criollos were allowed employment at many Spanish institutions in
New Spain, including the center of Spanish religious practice in colonial America: Mexico City Cathedral.
Indeed, most of the cathedral employees-in particular, musicians-were middle-class criollos.

In Playing in the Cathedral, author Jesús Ramos-Kittrell explores how liturgical musicians-choristers and
instrumentalists, as well as teachers and directors-at Mexico City Cathedral in the mid-eighteenth century
navigated changing discourses about social status and racial purity. He argues that criollos cathedral
musicians, influenced by Enlightenment values of self-industry and autonomy, fought against the
Peninsulare-dominated, racialized casta system. Drawing on extensive archival research, Ramos-Kittrell
shows that these musicians held up their musical training and knowledge, as well as their institutional
affiliation with the cathedral, as characteristics that legitimized their calidad and aided their social
advancement. The cathedral musicians invoked claims of "decency" and erudition in asserting their social
worth, arguing that their performance capabilities and theoretical knowledge of counterpoint bespoke their
calidad and status as hombres decentes. Ultimately, Ramos-Kittrell argues that music, as a performative and
theoretical activity, was a highly dynamic factor in the cultural and religious life of New Spain, and an active
agent in the changing discourses of social status and "Spanishness" in colonial America. Offering unique and
fascinating insights into the social, institutional, and artistic spheres in New Spain, this book is a welcome
addition to scholars and graduate students with particular interests in Latin American colonial music and
cultural history, as well as those interested in the intersections of music and religion.
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From reader reviews:

Norberto Brody:

This Playing in the Cathedral: Music, Race, and Status in New Spain (Currents in Latin American and
Iberian Music) book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you have by reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is
getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular Playing in the Cathedral: Music,
Race, and Status in New Spain (Currents in Latin American and Iberian Music) without we understand teach
the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Playing in the Cathedral:
Music, Race, and Status in New Spain (Currents in Latin American and Iberian Music) can bring if you are
and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop
even telephone. This Playing in the Cathedral: Music, Race, and Status in New Spain (Currents in Latin
American and Iberian Music) having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really
feel uninterested in reading.

Travis Ralls:

Why? Because this Playing in the Cathedral: Music, Race, and Status in New Spain (Currents in Latin
American and Iberian Music) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that
but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach
but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you
going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as
help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book?
If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Thomas Brim:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled Playing
in the Cathedral: Music, Race, and Status in New Spain (Currents in Latin American and Iberian Music) your
head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for
but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one type
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Playing in the Cathedral: Music, Race,
and Status in New Spain (Currents in Latin American and Iberian Music) giving you one more experience
more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era.
So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Lori Roth:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from



a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. Within
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the Playing in the Cathedral: Music, Race, and Status in New Spain (Currents in Latin American and
Iberian Music) when you required it?
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