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In this companion volume to their 1981 work, A Philosophical Basis of Medical Practice, Pellegrino and
Thomasma examine the principle of beneficence and its role in the practice of medicine. Their analysis,
which is grounded in a thorough-going philosophy of medicine, addresses awide array of practical and
ethical concerns that are a part of health care decision-making today. Among these issues are the
withdrawing and withholding of nutrition and hydration, competency assessment, the requirements for valid
surrogate decision-making, quality-of-life determinations, the allocation of scarce health care resources,
medical gatekeeping, and for-profit medicine. The authors argue for the restoration of beneficence (re-
interpreted as beneficence-in-trust) to its place as the fundamental principle of medical ethics. They maintain
that to be guided by beneficence a physician must perform aright and good healing action which is
consonant with the individual patient's values. In order to act in the patient's best interests, or the patient's
good, the physician and patient must discern what that good is. This knowledge is gained only through a
process of dialogue between patient and/or family and physician which respects and honors the patient's
autonomous self-understanding and choice in the matter of treatment options. This emphasis on a dialogical
discernment of the patient's good rejects the assumption long held in medicine that what is considered to be
the medical good is necessarily the good for this patient. In viewing autonomy as a necessary condition of
beneficence, the authors move beyond atrend in the medical ethics literature which identifies beneficence
with paternalism. In their analysis of beneficence, the authors reject the current emphasis on rights- and
duty-based ethical systemsin favor of avirtue-based theory which is grounded in the physician-patient
relationship. This book's provocative contributions to medical ethics will be of great interest not only to
physicians and other health professionals, but also to ethicists, students, patients, families, and all others
concerned with the relationship of professional to patient and patient to professional in health care today.
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From reader reviews:
Ruth Davis;

The book For the Patient's Good: The Restoration of Beneficence in Health Care make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a
book For the Patient's Good: The Restoration of Beneficencein Health Care for being your habit, you can
get alot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a guide For the Patient's Good: The
Restoration of Beneficence in Health Care. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other people. So, how do you think about this publication?

TeresaDillard:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for al of us. The book For the Patient's Good: The Restoration of
Beneficence in Health Care was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book For the Patient's Good: The Restoration of
Beneficence in Health Care is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your
friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship using the book For the Patient's Good: The Restoration of Beneficence in Health Care. You
never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Dominick Tran:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This For the Patient's Good: The Restoration of Beneficence in Health Care
book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange
for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer associated with For the Patient's Good: The Restoration of Beneficence in Health Care content
conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different by means of it. So, do you continue to thinking For the Patient's Good: The
Restoration of Beneficence in Health Careis not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Donald Oakes:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the revise information of year to help year. Aswe know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring usto around the world. By the book
For the Patient's Good: The Restoration of Beneficence in Health Care we can consider more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best



book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book For the Patient's Good: The
Restoration of Beneficence in Health Care. Y ou can more appealing than now.
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