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Legends are arguably the most common narrative form of folklore in American society. From sex actsto
business transactions, from fashion to food, from heroes to heroin, rumors and legends take on every charged
topic. Children circulate texts about toys and candy; teenagers share stories about sex, drugs, and rock and
roll; young professionals commiserate over the hazards of the work world. These stories address aspects of
life about which we receive mixed or ambiguous messages. Given that matters relevant to race remain
confused and divisive in many corridors of American society, it is not surprising that rumors and legends that
reflect racial misunderstanding and mistrust frequently circulate. Whispers on the Color Line focuses on a
wide array of talestold in black and white communities across America. Topics run the gamut from alleged
governmental conspiracies, possible food tampering, gang violence, and the sex lives of celebrities. Such
beliefs travel by word of mouth, in print, and increasingly over the Internet. In many instances these stories
reflect the tenacious level of racial misunderstanding that continues to vex efforts to foster racial harmony,
creating separate racialized pools of knowledge.

The authors have spent over twenty years collecting and analyzing rumors and contemporary legends--from
the ever-durable Kentucky Fried Rat cycle to persistent beliefs about athletic footwear manufacturers and
their support for white supremacist regimes. These implausible stories serve many purposes: they assuage
anxieties, entertain friends, increase our sense of control--all without directly proclaiming our own attitudes.
Fine and Turner consider how these tales reflect attitudes that blacks and whites have both about each other
and about the world they face. In an engaging and penetrating narrative, they brilliantly demonstrate how--by
transforming unacceptable impulses into a narrative that is claimed to have actually happened--we are able to
express the inexpressible.
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From reader reviews:
Geor ge Cardenas:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by ae-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Whispers on the Color Line: Rumor and Racein
Americawill make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make
you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Howard Kincaid:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
need do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book Whispers on the Color Line: Rumor
and Racein America. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Lawrence Elam:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games al day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a new
book. It isreally fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading areserve. The book Whispers on the Color Line: Rumor and Race in Americait is extremely good to
read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mOore quickly to read
this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

John Thornton:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
read a book you can get alot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Whispers on the Color Line: Rumor and Race in Americawill give you anew experiencein
looking at a book.
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