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The Kamasutra, composed in the third century CE, is the world's most famous textbook of erotic love. There
is nothing remotely like it even today, and for its time it was astonishingly sophisticated. Yet it is all but
ignored as a serious work in its country of origin-sometimes taken as a matter of national shame rather than
pride - and in the rest of the world it is a source of amused amazement and inspires magazine articles that
offer "mattress-quaking sex styles" such as "the backstairs boogie" and "the spider web".

In this scholarly and superbly readable book, one of the world's foremost authorities on ancient Indian texts
seeks to restore the Kamasutra to its proper place in the Sanskrit canon, as a landmark of India's secular
literature. She reveals fascinating aspects of the Kamasutra as a guide to the art of living for the
cosmopolitan beau monde of ancient India: its emphasis on grooming and etiquette (including post-coital
conversation), the study and practice of the arts (ranging from cooking and composing poetry to coloring
one's teeth and mixing perfumes), and discretion and patience in conducting affairs (especially adulterous
affairs). In its encyclopedic social and psychological narratives, it also displays surprisingly modern ideas
about gender and role-playing, female sexuality, and homosexual desire.

Even as she draws our attention to the many ways in which the Kamasutra challenges the conventions of its
time (and often ours) - in dismissing procreation as the aim of sex, for instance - Doniger also shows us how
it perpetuates attitudes that have continued to darken human sexuality: passages that twin passion with
violence, for example, and those that explain away women's protests and exclamations of pain as ploys to
excite their male partners. In these attitudes, as in its more enlightened observations on sexual love, we see
the nearly two- thousand-year-old Kamasutra mirror twenty-first-century realities.

In investigating and helping us understand a much celebrated but under-appreciated text, Wendy Doniger has
produced a rich and compelling text of her own that will interest, delight, and surprise scholars and lay
readers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Angie Dean:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Redeeming the
Kamasutra? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or
you have different opinion?

Maria Freeman:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this
Redeeming the Kamasutra.

Dora Gourley:

Beside this kind of Redeeming the Kamasutra in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Redeeming the Kamasutra because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but
you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Richard Ortega:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Redeeming the Kamasutra to make your own
reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the
reserve Redeeming the Kamasutra can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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