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Though they work largely out of the public eye, political consultants-"image merchants' and "kingmakers®

to candidates-play a crucial role in shaping campaigns. They persuaded Barry Goldwater to run for president,
groomed former actor Ronald Reagan for the California governorship, helped derail Bill Clinton's health care
initiative, and carried out the swiftboating of John Kerry. As Dennis Johnson argues in this sweeping history
of political consulting in the United States, they are essential to modern campaigning, often making positive
contributions to democratic discourse, and yet they have also polarized the electorate with their biting

messages.

During the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, political campaigns were run by local political parties,
volunteers, and friends of candidates; but as party loyalties among voters began to weaken, and political
parties declined as sources of manpower and strategy, professional consultants swept in to fill the void.
Political consulting emerged as a profession in the 1930s with publicists Leone Baxter and Clem Whitaker,
the husband and wife team who built their business, in part, with a successful campaign to destroy Upton
Sinclair's 1934 bid for governor of California. With rootsin advertising and public relations, political
consulting has since developed into a highly professionalized business generating hundreds of millions of
dollars. In fact, some of the top campaign consulting firms have merged with others to form multinational
public relations conglomerates, serving not just candidates but also shaping public advocacy campaigns for
businesses and nonprofits. Johnson, an academic who has also worked on campaigns alongside the likes of
James Carville and pollster Paul Begala, suffuses his history with the stories of the colorful characters who
have come to define the profession of consulting, from its beginning to the present. More than just the story
of the making of a political business, Democracy for Hire's wide-ranging history helps us to better
understand the very contours of modern American politics.
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From reader reviews:
Irene Gwyn:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Democracy for
Hire: A History of American Political Consulting suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned
writer in this era. Often the book untitled Democracy for Hire: A History of American Political Consultingis
asingle of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of peoplein the
world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This
book will give you awide range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the
world in this book.

Josephine Mclntire:

As acollege student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
internal or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
generdly there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for you.
Aswe know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Democracy for Hire: A History of American Palitical Consulting can make
you really feel more interested to read.

Monica Philson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou should know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Democracy for Hire: A History
of American Political Consulting.

Regina Nichals:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Democracy for Hire: A History of
American Political Consulting to make your personal reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of
reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it
and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It isto beinitially opinion for you to like to open
up abook and study it. Beside that the guide Democracy for Hire: A History of American Political



Consulting can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of thistime.
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