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In The Rule of Empires, Timothy Parsons gives a sweeping account of the evolution of empire from ancient
Rome to its most recent twentieth-century embodiment. He explains what constitutes an empire, what
empires of the past can tell us about our own historical moment, and perhaps most important, why empires
awaysfail.

Writing from the perspective of the common subject rather than that of the imperial conquerors, Parsons
offers a historically grounded cautionary tale rich with accounts of subjugated peoples throwing off the yoke
of empire time and time again. The book takes us inside ancient Rome's conquest of Britain, Muslim rulein
Spain, Spain's empire in Peru, Britain's "new" imperialism in India and Kenya, and the Third Reich's
occupation of France, among other examples. Parsons illuminates the features common to all these empires,
their evolutions and self-justifying myths, and the reasons for their inevitable decline. He argues that far
from confirming some sort of Darwinian hierarchy of advanced and primitive societies, these conquests were
invariably the product of atemporary advantage in military technology, wealth, and political will. And
beneath the self-justifying rhetoric of benevolent paternalism and cultural superiority lay anaked desire for
power--in short, to loot the wealth and exploit the labor of conquered peoples. Imperial ambitions are still
viable in the twenty-first century, Parsons shows, because their defenders and detractors alike employ
abstract and romanticized perspectives that fail to grasp the historical reality of subjugation.

In providing an accurate picture of what it is like to live as a subject, The Rule of Empires lays bare the
rationalizations of imperial conquerors and their apol ogists and exposes the true limits of imperial power.
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From reader reviews:
Leonard Palmer:

The book The Rule of Empires: Those Who Built Them, Those Who Endured Them, and Why They Always
Fall can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the
best thing like abook The Rule of Empires. Those Who Built Them, Those Who Endured Them, and Why
They Always Fall? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many
datafor us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you
take for that, you could give for each other; you may share al of these. Book The Rule of Empires: Those
Who Built Them, Those Who Endured Them, and Why They Always Fall has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by available and read a
reserve. So it isvery wonderful.

Justin Davis:

The actual book The Rule of Empires. Those Who Built Them, Those Who Endured Them, and Why They
Always Fall will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the
ideais very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Rule
of Empires. Those Who Built Them, Those Who Endured Them, and Why They Always Fall is much
recommended to you you just read. Y ou can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Katie Harper:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all thistime you only find book that need more time to
be study. The Rule of Empires: Those Who Built Them, Those Who Endured Them, and Why They Always
Fall can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short extratime problems.

Drew Dube:

The book untitled The Rule of Empires: Those Who Built Them, Those Who Endured Them, and Why They
Always Fall contain alot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The
language is very simpleto implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The
book was authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to
read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice learn.
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