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To what extent do newly available case records bear out our conventional assumptions about the Qing legal
system? Is it true, for example, that Qing courts rarely handled civil lawsuits—those concerned with disputes
over land, debt, marriage, and inheritance—as official Qing representations led us to believe? Is it true that
decent people did not use the courts? And is it true that magistrates generally relied more on moral
predilections than on codified law in dealing with cases? Based in large part on records of 628 civil dispute
cases from three counties from the 1760’s to the 1900’s, this book reexamines those widely accepted Qing
representations in the light of actual practice.

The Qing state would have had us believe that civil disputes were so “minor” or “trivial” that they were left
largely to local residents themselves to resolve. However, case records show that such disputes actually made
up a major part of the caseloads of local courts. The Qing state held that lawsuits were the result of actions of
immoral men, but ethnographic information and case records reveal that when community/kin mediation
failed, many common peasants resorted to the courts to assert and protect their legitimate claims. The Qing
state would have had us believe that local magistrates, when they did deal with civil disputes, did so as
mediators rather than judges. Actual records reveal that magistrates almost never engaged in mediation but
generally adjudicated according to stipulations in the Qing code.
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From reader reviews:

Jocelyn Welch:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Civil Justice in China:
Representation and Practice in the Qing (Law, Society, and Culture in China). All type of book would you
see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Yvonne Matz:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question
since just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Civil Justice in China:
Representation and Practice in the Qing (Law, Society, and Culture in China) to read.

Marianne Stromain:

This Civil Justice in China: Representation and Practice in the Qing (Law, Society, and Culture in China)
book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by
reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is
getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This Civil Justice in China: Representation and
Practice in the Qing (Law, Society, and Culture in China) without we know teach the one who reading
through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry Civil Justice in China:
Representation and Practice in the Qing (Law, Society, and Culture in China) can bring when you are and
not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Civil Justice in China: Representation and Practice in the Qing (Law, Society, and Culture in
China) having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Neil Nilsson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a reserve. The book Civil Justice in China: Representation and Practice in the Qing (Law, Society,



and Culture in China) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book.
These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book
you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is
not to cover but this book offers high quality.
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