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In this book Jos Bazelmans offers a new perspective on the relationship between lord and retainer in early
medieval society. This perspective goes beyond established politico-economic interpretations and aims for an
interpretation of this relationship in ritual-cosmological terms.

Drawing on recent devel opments within French structuralist anthropology and the anthropology of gift
exchange, Bazelmans develops a new model of early medieval socio-political structure (as represented in
Old English Beowulf) which explicitly deals with exchange relations between the living and the
supernatural, the commensurablity of subject and object in gift exchange, and the whole set of
interdependent life-cyclerituals of lords and their warrior-followers. The value of giftsis considered to be
determined not only by their function within a competitive game about prestige, status and power, but aso
by its equivalence with a constituent. The value of the gift is fundamental to the noble person and develops
through aman'slife-time. It is, ultimately, of a supernatural origin.

The model enables usto understand certain acts at Beowulf's funeral pyre which at first sight appear to be no
more than an ethnographic curiosity (Beowulf 3111b-3114a). The warrior's contributions to his pyre form
the concluding part of agrand ritual undertaking in which society as awholeisinvolved and in which the
constitution of the noble person, and the disarticulation of that person at his death, isrealized. Thisritual
undertaking goes beyond the politico-economic concerns of the participants which are central to established
power-based models of early medieval societal structure. The volume includes an extensive overview of the
anthropology of gift exchange.
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From reader reviews:
Cassie Merritt:

This By Weapons Made Worthy: Lords, Retainers and Their Relationship in Beowulf (Amsterdam
University Press - Amsterdam Archaeological Studies) book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then
the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usualy information inside this e-
book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read alot of information you
will get. This specific By Weapons Made Worthy: Lords, Retainers and Their Relationship in Beowul f
(Amsterdam University Press - Amsterdam Archaeological Studies) without we know teach the one who
reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry By Weapons Made
Worthy: Lords, Retainers and Their Relationship in Beowulf (Amsterdam University Press - Amsterdam
Archaeological Studies) can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves come to
be full because you can haveit in your lovely laptop even phone. This By Weapons Made Worthy: Lords,
Retainers and Their Relationship in Beowulf (Amsterdam University Press - Amsterdam Archaeological
Studies) having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Martin Solomon:

Reading a book can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new information.
When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of humerous ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading a book especialy fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this By
Weapons Made Worthy: Lords, Retainers and Their Relationship in Beowulf (Amsterdam University Press -
Amsterdam Archaeological Studies), you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
publication. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Katie Barry:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this By Weapons Made Worthy: Lords,
Retainers and Their Relationship in Beowulf (Amsterdam University Press - Amsterdam Archaeol ogical
Studies) book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing
skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism By Weapons Made Worthy: Lords,
Retainers and Their Relationship in Beowulf (Amsterdam University Press - Amsterdam Archaeol ogical
Studies) as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can
break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular! ?
Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already aerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.



Karen Baskin:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year for you to year. Aswe
know those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring usto
around the world. By book By Weapons Made Worthy: Lords, Retainers and Their Relationship in Beowulf
(Amsterdam University Press - Amsterdam Archaeological Studies) we can acquire more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book By Weapons Made
Worthy: Lords, Retainers and Their Relationship in Beowulf (Amsterdam University Press - Amsterdam
Archaeological Studies). Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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