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To understand continental drift and plate tectonics, the shifting and collisions that make and unmake
continents, requires a long view. The Earth, after all, is 4.6 billion years old. This book extends our vision to
take in the greatest geological cycle of all?one so vast that our species will probably be extinct long before
the current one ends in about 250 million years. And yet this cycle, the grandest pattern in Nature, may well
be the fundamental reason our species?or any complex life at all?exists.

This book explores the Supercontinent Cycle from scientists' earliest inkling of the phenomenon to the
geological discoveries of today?and from the most recent fusing of all of Earth's landmasses, Pangaea, on
which dinosaurs evolved, to the next. Chronicling a 500-million-year cycle, Ted Nield introduces readers to
some of the most exciting science of our time. He describes how, long before plate tectonics were
understood, geologists first guessed at these vanishing landmasses and came to appreciate the significance of
the fusing and fragmenting of supercontinents.

He also uses the story of the supercontinents to consider how scientific ideas develop, and how they
sometimes escape the confines of science. Nield takes the example of the recent Indian Ocean tsunami to
explain how the whole endeavor of science is itself a supercontinent, whose usefulness in saving human
lives, and life on Earth, depends crucially on a freedom to explore the unknown.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Velasco:

The book Supercontinent: Ten Billion Years in the Life of Our Planet can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book
Supercontinent: Ten Billion Years in the Life of Our Planet? A number of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you
are able to share all of these. Book Supercontinent: Ten Billion Years in the Life of Our Planet has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world
by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Annette Carroll:

This Supercontinent: Ten Billion Years in the Life of Our Planet are generally reliable for you who want to
be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Supercontinent: Ten Billion Years in the Life of
Our Planet can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed you with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
ones. Beside that this Supercontinent: Ten Billion Years in the Life of Our Planet giving you an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Juan Carrillo:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline
Supercontinent: Ten Billion Years in the Life of Our Planet suitable to you? Often the book was written by
famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled Supercontinent: Ten Billion Years in the Life of Our
Planetis a single of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in
the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of
this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see
the represented of the world with this book.

Thomas Dacosta:

You may spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Supercontinent: Ten Billion Years in the
Life of Our Planet is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It
is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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