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The Lotus Sutra is arguably the most famous of all Buddhist scriptures. Composed in Indiain the first
centuries of the Common Era, it is renowned for its inspiring message that all beings are destined for
supreme enlightenment. Here, Donald Lopez provides an engaging and accessible biography of this enduring
classic.

L opez traces the many roles the Lotus Sutra has played in its travels through Asia, Europe, and across the
seasto America. The story beginsin India, where it was one of the early Mahayana sutras, which sought to
redefine the Buddhist path. In the centuries that followed, the text would have a profound influence in China
and Japan, and would go on to play a central rolein the European discovery of Buddhism. It was the first
Buddhist sutrato be translated from Sanskrit into a Western language—into French in 1844 by the eminent
scholar Eugene Burnouf. That same year, portions of the Lotus Sutra appeared in English in The Dial, the
journal of New England’s Transcendentalists. Lopez provides a balanced account of the many controversies
surrounding the text and its teachings, and describes how the book has helped to shape the popular image of
the Buddhatoday. He explores how it was read by major literary figures such as Henry David Thoreau and
Gustave Flaubert, and how it was used to justify self-immolation in China and political extremism in Japan.

Concise and authoritative, thisis the essential introduction to the life and afterlife of atimeless masterpiece.
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From reader reviews:
Toni Styer:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by
apublication. Book has a different type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant factor to bring us around
the world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The "Lotus S?ra': A Biography
(Lives of Great Religious Books) will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you
can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It
isfar from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited
book with you?

Mary McKay:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual ? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor hasto answer that question due
to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that The "Lotus S?tra": A Biography (Lives of
Great Religious Books) to read.

Deanna M ar cantd:

Now aday folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The "Lotus S?trd": A Biography (Lives
of Great Religious Books) book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Gerald McMullen:

ThisThe"Lotus SZra": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) is great e-book for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no
rambling sentencesinside. So if you areread it hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it
only givesyou straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having The "Lotus S?ra': A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) in your hand like keeping the
world inyour arm, info in it isnot ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or
fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So, thisreally is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
busy do you still doubt that will?
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