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In this great philosophical essay, Henri Bergson explores why people laugh and what laughter means.
Written at the turn of the twentieth century, Laughter explores what it is in language that makes a joke funny
and what it is in us that makes us laugh.
One of the functions of humor, according to Bergson, is to help us retain our humanity during an age of
mechanization. Like other philosophers, novelists, poets, and humorists of his era, Bergson was concerned
with the duality of man and machine. His belief in life as a vital impulse, indefinable by reason alone,
informs his perception of comedy as the relief we experience upon distancing ourselves from the mechanistic
and materialistic. "A situation is always comic," Bergson notes, "if it participates simultaneously in two
series of events which are absolutely independent of each other, and if it can be interpreted in two quite
different meanings." The philosopher's thought-provoking insights (e.g., "It seems that laughter needs an
echo. Our laughter is always the laughter of a group.") keep this work ever-relevant as a thesis on the
principles of humor.
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Roberts:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Laughter: An Essay on the
Meaning of the Comic (Dover Books on Western Philosophy)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before.
Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Lynn Hardie:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want do that. You
must know how great and important the book Laughter: An Essay on the Meaning of the Comic (Dover
Books on Western Philosophy). All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Philip Cooper:

The guide untitled Laughter: An Essay on the Meaning of the Comic (Dover Books on Western Philosophy)
is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily
to understand. The article author was did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Laughter: An Essay on
the Meaning of the Comic (Dover Books on Western Philosophy) from the publisher to make you more
enjoy free time.

Richard Vedder:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news.
On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Laughter: An Essay on the Meaning of the Comic (Dover Books on Western Philosophy) when
you desired it?
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