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From Richard Lawrence, who attempted to shoot President Andrew Jackson in 1835, to the assailants of
contemporary American political leaders, this book probes the lives of sixteen individuals who tried to kill or
did kill our presidents and other prominent politicians. Lawrence, who misfired two pistols one after the
other at a frail and elderly Jackson, thought himself to be King Richard III of England. He was so obviously
insane that he was acquitted of his crime, to spend the rest of his life in a mental institution. What of the
other assassins? asks James W. Clarke. Was John Wilkes Booth nothing other than a crazy actor, motivated
by an insanely jealous desire for fame and recognition?

Were the anarchist beliefs of McKinley's assassin, Leon Czolgosz, the delusions of a madman? Can Sirhan
Sirhan's Arab nationalism be dismissed as an expression of oedipal conflict? In studies of the sixteen
assassins and would-be assassins, Professor Clarke introduces evidence of real differences among men and
women who until now have been lumped together under the rubric of what the author calls a pathological
theory of assassination. With assassination attempts increasing dramatically in number, this book clarifies
our thinking about an important subject: social commentators--historians, psychiatrists, and journalists--have
been mistaken in categorizing all the attackers as delusional, deranged, or schizophrenic.

It is comforting to ignore the political experience of the violent people considered in this book and to apply
the label of severe mental illness to anyone seeking to harm an important political leader. Professor Clarke
deprives us of that comfort by considering the actions of his subjects in their cultural, political, and social
contexts and by treating not only their subjective realities but the objective historical circumstances they
faced. He draws on a wide range of primary sources to convey a mood in each case that contributes to an
understanding of the attacker and the times in which he lived. Emphasizing the differences among his
subjects, he classifies them into four basic psychological types that summarize patterns in their behavior and
make important distinctions among their emotional and cognitive characteristics.

Professor Clarke ends his book with a series of searching questions about the effects of media coverage of
assassination attempts and about our methods of protecting the safety of our political leaders. He concludes
that the social costs of domestic surveillance would outweigh its dubious benefits but that confiscation of
handguns is imperative to reduce the increasing occurrence of assassinations.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Kline:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled American Assassins: The Darker Side of Politics. Try to the actual book
American Assassins: The Darker Side of Politics as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book.
So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Tammy Booker:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve American Assassins: The Darker Side of Politics
will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with
you?

Marina Tucker:

The book American Assassins: The Darker Side of Politics can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book American
Assassins: The Darker Side of Politics? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book American Assassins: The Darker Side of Politics has simple shape however, you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

Edward Trotta:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for all of us. The book American Assassins: The Darker Side of Politics seemed
to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The reserve American Assassins: The Darker Side of Politics is not only giving you far
more new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time
to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book American Assassins: The Darker Side of
Politics. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.
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