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First ever critical study of Tolkien’s little-known essay, which reveals how language invention shaped the
creation of Middle-earth and beyond, to George R R Martin’s Game of Thrones.

J.R.R. Tolkien’s linguistic invention was a fundamental part of his artistic output, to the extent that later on
in life he attributed the existence of his mythology to the desire to give his languages a home and peoples to
speak them. As Tolkien puts it in ‘A Secret Vice’, ‘the making of language and mythology are related
functions’’.

In the 1930s, Tolkien composed and delivered two lectures, in which he explored these two key elements of
his sub-creative methodology. The second of these, the seminal Andrew Lang Lecture for 1938–9, ‘On
Fairy-Stories’, which he delivered at the University of St Andrews in Scotland, is well known. But many
years before, in 1931, Tolkien gave a talk to a literary society entitled ‘A Hobby for the Home’, where he
unveiled for the first time to a listening public the art that he had both himself encountered and been involved
with since his earliest childhood: ‘the construction of imaginary languages in full or outline for amusement’.

This talk would be edited by Christopher Tolkien for inclusion as ‘A Secret Vice’ in The Monsters and the
Critics and Other Essays and serves as the principal exposition of Tolkien’s art of inventing languages. This
new critical edition, which includes previously unpublished notes and drafts by Tolkien connected with the
essay, including his ‘Essay on Phonetic Symbolism’, goes some way towards re-opening the debate on the
importance of linguistic invention in Tolkien’s mythology and the role of imaginary languages in fantasy
literature.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Stanford:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important for all of us. The book A Secret Vice: Tolkien on Invented Languages ended up
being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The publication A Secret Vice: Tolkien on Invented Languages is not only
giving you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You
can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book A Secret Vice:
Tolkien on Invented Languages. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Dennis Ramirez:

This A Secret Vice: Tolkien on Invented Languages book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that
it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. This A Secret Vice: Tolkien on Invented Languages without we understand teach the one who
reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry A Secret Vice: Tolkien on
Invented Languages can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This A Secret Vice: Tolkien on Invented Languages
having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Glenn Bail:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
A Secret Vice: Tolkien on Invented Languages will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Vincent Mireles:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is A Secret Vice: Tolkien on
Invented Languages.
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