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Theepic clash of two American legends?their brutal war and a battle of ideas that defined America
after Reconstruction.

Oliver Otis Howard thought he was a man of destiny. Chosen to lead the Freedmen’ s Bureau after the Civil
War, the Union Army general was entrusted with the era’s most crucial task: helping millions of former
slaves claim the rights of citizens. He was energized by the belief that abolition and Reconstruction, the
country’s great struggles for liberty and equality, were God' s plan for himself and the nation. To honor his
righteous commitment to a new American freedom, Howard University was named for him.

But as the nation’ s palitics curdled in the 1870s, General Howard exiled himself from Washington, D.C.,
rejoined the army, and was sent across the continent to command forces in the Pacific Northwest. Shattered
by Reconstruction’s collapse, he assumed a new mission: forcing Native Americans to become Christian
farmers on government reservations.

Howard' s plans for redemption in the West ran headlong into the resistance of Chief Joseph, ayoung Nez
Perce leader in northeastern Oregon who refused to leave his ancestral land. Claiming equal rights for Native
Americans, Joseph was determined to find his way to the center of American power and convince the
government to acknowledge his peopl€e’ s humanity and capacity for citizenship. Although his words echoed
the very ideas about liberty and equality that Howard had championed during Reconstruction, in the summer
of 1877 the general and his troops ruthlessly pursued hundreds of Nez Perce families through the stark and
unforgiving Northern Rockies. An odyssey and atragedy, their devastating war transfixed the nation and
immortalized Chief Joseph as a hero to generations of Americans.

Recreating the Nez Perce War through the voices of its survivors, Daniel J. Sharfstein’ s visionary history of
the West casts Howard’ s turn away from civil rights alongside the nation’ s rejection of racia equality and
embrace of empire. The conflict becomes a pivotal struggle over who getsto claim the American dream: a
battle of ideas about the meaning of freedom and equality, the mechanics of American power, and the limits
of what the government can and should do for its people. The war that Howard and Joseph fought is one that
Americans continue to fight today.
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From reader reviews:
Marie Williams:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students because they're still students or it for all peoplein the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
would like do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book Thunder in the Mountains:
Chief Joseph, Oliver Otis Howard, and the Nez Perce War. All type of book would you see on many options.
Y ou can look for the internet options or other social media.

Steven Kilgore:

This book untitled Thunder in the Mountains: Chief Joseph, Oliver Otis Howard, and the Nez Perce War to
be one of several booksin which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a
lot of benefit onto it. Y ou will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it by using
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

James Rogers:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in thisworld can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But al so they write about the data
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in thisworld always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them isthis
Thunder in the Mountains: Chief Joseph, Oliver Otis Howard, and the Nez Perce War.

John L ockett:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or playing video
games al day long. In order to try to find a new activity here islook different you can read a new book. Itis
really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours aday to
reading a book. The book Thunder in the Mountains: Chief Joseph, Oliver Otis Howard, and the Nez Perce
War it is quite good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often
the e-book. Y ou can mQOore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The priceis not too expensive
but this book provides high quality.
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