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In the second millennium b.c., Babylonian scribes assembled a vast collection of astrological omens,
believed to be signs from the gods concerning the kingdom's political, military, and agricultural fortunes.
The importance of these omens was such that from the eighth or seventh until the first century, the scribes
observed the heavens nightly and recorded the dates and | ocations of ominous phenomena of the moon and
planetsin relation to stars and constellations. The observations were arranged in monthly reports along with
notable events and prices of agricultural commaodities, the object being to find correlations between
phenomenain the heavens and conditions on earth. These collections of omens and observations form the
first empirical science of antiquity and were the basis of the first mathematical science, astronomy. For it was
discovered that planetary phenomena, although irregular and sometimes concealed by bad weather, recur in
limited periods within cyclesin which they are repeated on nearly the same dates and in nearly the same
locations.

N. M. Swerdlow's book is a study of the collection and observation of ominous celestial phenomena and of
how intervals of time, locations by zodiacal sign, and cycles in which the phenomena recur were used to
reduce them to purely arithmetical computation, thereby surmounting the greatest obstacle to observation,
bad weather. The work marks a striking advance in our understanding of both the origin of scientific
astronomy and the astrological divination through which the kingdoms of ancient M esopotamiawere
governed.

Originally published in 1998.

The Princeton Legacy Library usesthe latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previoudly out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library isto vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:
Donna Miller:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
usto be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read abook. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Babylonian Theory of the Planets (Princeton Legacy
Library).

Billy Simpson:

The book The Babylonian Theory of the Planets (Princeton Legacy Library) will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the ideais very unique. If you try to find
new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Babylonian Theory of the Planets (Princeton
Legacy Library) is much recommended to you to read. Y ou can also get the e-book from your official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Jeanne Crank:

The reason? Because this The Babylonian Theory of the Planets (Princeton Legacy Library) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret
thisinside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes
the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So

, itisgood for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a
lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
way. So, still want to hold off having that book? If | had been you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Daniel Young:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with palsis thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensetired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Babylonian Theory of
the Planets (Princeton Legacy Library), you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to
missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh
come on its called reading friends.
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