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In his debut collection, Some Trees (1956), the American poet John Ashbery poses a question that resonates
across his oeuvre and much of modern art: 'How could he explain to them his prayer / that nature, not art,
might usurp the canvas?' When Ashbery asks this strange question, he joins a host of transatlantic avant-
gardists--from the Dadaists to the 1960s neo-avant-gardists and beyond--who have dreamed of turning art
into nature, of creating art that would be 'valid solely on its own terms, in the way nature itself is valid, in the
way a landscape--not its picture--is aesthetically valid' (Clement Greenberg, 1939). Invisible Terrain reads
Ashbery as a bold intermediary between avant-garde anti-mimeticism and the long western nature poetic
tradition. In chronicling Ashbery's articulation of 'a completely new kind of realism' and his engagement
with figures ranging from Wordsworth to Warhol, the book presents a broader case study of nature's
dramatic transformation into a resolutely unnatural aesthetic resource in 20th-century art and literature. The
story begins in the late 1940s with the Abstract Expressionist valorization of process, surface, and
immediacy--summed up by Jackson Pollock's famous quip, 'I am Nature'--that so influenced the early New
York School poets. It ends with 'Breezeway,' a poem about Hurricane Sandy. Along the way, the project
documents Ashbery's strategies for literalizing the 'stream of consciousness' metaphor, his negotiation of
pastoral and politics during the Vietnam War, and his investment in 'bad' nature poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Black:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Invisible Terrain: John Ashbery and the Aesthetics of Nature
(Oxford English Monographs) book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will
find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease
the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with Invisible Terrain: John Ashbery and the
Aesthetics of Nature (Oxford English Monographs) content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you
continue to thinking Invisible Terrain: John Ashbery and the Aesthetics of Nature (Oxford English
Monographs) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

John Pierre:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Invisible
Terrain: John Ashbery and the Aesthetics of Nature (Oxford English Monographs) suitable to you? Often the
book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Invisible Terrain: John Ashbery and the
Aesthetics of Nature (Oxford English Monographs)is the main of several books that will everyone read now.
This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the
new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about
this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Grace Harrell:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. Invisible Terrain: John Ashbery and the Aesthetics of Nature (Oxford English
Monographs) can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Mary Barnett:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Invisible Terrain: John Ashbery and the Aesthetics of Nature (Oxford English Monographs) offer
you a new experience in examining a book.
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