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 The yew is the oldest and most common tree in the world, but it is a plant of puzzling contradictions: it is a
conifer with juicy scarlet berries, but no cones; deer can feast on its poisonous foliage, but it is lethal to farm
animals; and it thrives where other plants cannot because of its extraordinarily low rate of photosynthesis.
Exploring this paradoxical plant in Yew, Fred Hageneder surveys its position in religious and cultural history,
its role in the creation of the British Empire, and its place in modern medicine.
 
Hageneder explains the way the yew is able to renew itself from the inside by producing interior roots and
how early humans, fascinated with its regenerative powers, began to associate the tree with concepts of life
and death, the afterlife, and eternity. As such, it can be found at the sacred sites of Native Americans,
Buddhists, and Shinto shrines in Japan, and it has become a living symbol of the resurrection for the
Christian faith. He describes how churchyards saved many yews during the Middle Ages, when the trees
were used for the mass production of the longbow, which laid the foundation for the British Empire. Finally,
he discusses the latest scientific discoveries about the yew, including its use in cancer treatments. A
comprehensive and richly illustrated history, Yew will appeal to botanists and other readers interested in the
history and symbolism of the natural world.
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From reader reviews:

John Lopez:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Yew (Botanical) book as nice and daily
reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Regina Nichols:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Yew (Botanical) or perhaps others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes Yew (Botanical) to
make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Marilyn Calhoun:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Yew (Botanical) can make you truly feel more interested to read.

John Threadgill:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Yew (Botanical) to make your current
reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like reading.
Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and
reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the
e-book Yew (Botanical) can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of their time.
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